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heart and the hearts of all those who were with me when we first visited it
together. Come with me; let me take you a long way from here, and let us
visit this blessed place, the island of Patmos.

Although Patmos is a Greek island, it is much closer to Turkey than to
Greece. The only access is by boat and the trip from Athens takes nearly
thirteen hours. Patmos is a tiny island, a mere dot on the map, but its spiritual
importance makes it immense, and it is this immensity that we had set out to
explore. Our visit was a pilgrimage, you see, a pilgrimage to the place where
St John had lived and wrote his gospel and the book of Revelation.

As you approach the island, the first thing that strikes you is the
immaculate whiteness of the houses, a whiteness that is all the more dazzling
set against the blueness of sky and sea. Some of the island’s little villages are
built by the sea. Others, like Khora, are up in the hills, and it is there, in
Khora, that we find the monastery of St John the evangelist and the cave of
the Apocalypse [The cave is named after the old name for the book of
Revelation]. In the course of the centuries, many buildings have grown up
round the cave in which St John lived, and it is these buildings that constitute
the monastery. They include the basilica of St John the Divine [Divine
meaning theologian, from the Greek name for St John: John the Theologue.],
built on the ruins of a temple dedicated to Artemis; a chapel dedicated to St
Christodoulos, the founder of the 12th century monastery; and many other
churches and chapels as well as the monks’ cells, a refectory, a library and so
on. The whole complex, which can be seen from every point on the island, is
surrounded by the fortifications built in the 17th century, when it was
necessary to defend the place against the frequent incursions of pirates. It is
an impressive sight.

The only entrance to the monastery is at the top of a short flight of steps
cut out of the rock. Corridors, inner courtyards and flower gardens flanked by
cells and chapels lead from the entrance to another flight of about thirty steps,
also cut out of the rock. At the bottom of these steps are still more chapels
and, finally, we come to the chapel of St Anne which gives directly on to the
cave of the Apocalypse. This little chapel was the first to be built, and
Christodoulos dedicated it to St Anne in honour of the mother of Mary
(Jesus’ mother) and of Anne, the mother of Alexius I Comnenos, the
Byzantine Emperor of the period [It was the Emperor Alexius I Comnenos
who gave Christodoulos the island of Patmos.].

The cave of the Apocalypse itself is neither very big (it can contain only a



few people at a time) nor very high (six or seven feet). We were shown a
hollow in the rock, which is traditionally believed to have served as a pillow
on which St John rested his head, and above this hollow is a cross which the
Saint is said to have engraved in the rock. There is also another hollow, on
which he is said to have leaned for support when he stood up, for he was
already very old.

One part of the rock is very straight and smooth with a kind of ledge, and
we were told that this was where his disciple Prokhoros wrote the gospel to
St John’s dictation. In the arched roof of the cave is a triple opening, which is
said to have been made by the thunderbolt that fell when the voice of the
Revelation was heard; this triple crack in the rock is considered to be a
symbol of the Trinity. The cave also contains several sacred objects and icons
with lamps burning in front of them, and on the walls are various inscriptions
in Greek: ‘In the beginning was the Word’; ‘It was here, at Patmos, that these
things happened’ and ‘This place of dread’.

The priest who showed us round pointed out innumerable treasures
everywhere: magnificently illuminated manuscripts, relics, icons and all
kinds of sacred objects, and when he related many details of St John’s life –
based on the testimony of some of the saint’s disciples here, at Patmos – he
was in such an extraordinary state of inspiration and rapture, he hardly knew
what was happening to him. He was quite radiant.

I visited the cave twice to meditate and be in communion with the spirit of
St John and was much struck by the quite extraordinary quality of the silence.
After two thousand years and in spite of the countless visitors that have been
in and out, nothing has been able to wipe out the fluidic traces left by St John
the evangelist on those rocks. I could sense so many things in this cave, for it
is a truly sacred, truly pure, divine place. I hope that you will all have the
opportunity to visit it one day.

In the first chapter of Revelation, St John himself tells us why he was at
Patmos. ‘I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution
and the kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos
because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.’

During the persecution of Christians in the reign of the Roman Emperor
Domitian, St John was arrested in Ephesus and, accompanied by his disciple
Prokhoros, sent in chains to the island of Patmos. Tradition has it that while
they were at sea a violent storm arose and the sailors were hard put to it to
keep the ship on course because of the huge waves. Suddenly, to the horror of



the passengers, a young soldier fell overboard, and the boy’s father was in
such despair that he tried to throw himself over the side, wanting to join his
son in death; the other passengers had great difficulty in holding him back. In
the midst of all this emotion, only St John remained unperturbed; in fact, he
seemed almost to be pleased about the accident. They asked him, ‘Doesn’t
the boy’s death mean anything to you? Can’t you do something to help us?’
‘Why don’t you ask your own gods?’ St John replied. ‘Perhaps they would
save him.’ But they replied, ‘We have been imploring them for hours already
in vain’. So St John began to pray and, within a few minutes, the boy
appeared on the surface of the water and was rescued, unharmed by his
ordeal. Everybody was astounded. They surrounded St John, thanking him
and asking him to forgive them for putting him in chains. Then they released
him from his bonds and treated him with great respect.

When St John disembarked at Patmos he was taken to live with the family
of a man called Myron, and while living in his house he drove out the evil
spirits that had taken possession of Myron’s children and did so much good
to all around him that his renown spread throughout the island and more and
more people came to consult him. Gradually, he began to talk to them about
Jesus, to tell them who he was and what he, himself, had witnessed as his
disciple, and many of those who heard him were converted. In this way,
Myron’s house became the first meeting place for the Christians of Patmos.

Yes, but there was also a sanctuary on Patmos dedicated to Apollo, and
the growing influence of St John enraged the priests of Apollo, for their
temple was soon abandoned by the population. At the head of these priests
was a dangerous black magician called Kynops, and the priests decided that
Kynops should get rid of St John by sending a very powerful demon to attack
him. But St John wrestled with the demon and defeated it. Then Kynops sent
a second, more powerful demon, accompanied by a third, whose task was to
report to him on the outcome of the struggle, and when this second demon
was defeated in the same way, Kynops decided to confront St John himself.

Accordingly, he set out and found St John preaching to a crowd of people.
Interrupting him, Kynops began to question a boy in the crowd: ‘Where is
your father?’ he asked. ‘He’s dead’, replied the boy. ‘He was lost at sea.’
Turning to a man standing by, Kynops asked, ‘And you, there: where is your
son?’ ‘He’s dead’, replied the man. ‘He committed suicide by throwing
himself overboard.’ Others said the same thing; they all had members of their
family who had drowned accidentally or on purpose. Turning to St John,



Kynops challenged him to bring all those drowned men up from the bottom
of the sea. To this St John replied that his mission was not to raise the dead
but to preach the gospel of Jesus. Kynops, delighted to have the chance to
show his superiority, then performed some magic rites and brought out of the
sea a semblance of each of those who had drowned. The people, taken in by
these sorcerer’s tricks, believed in Kynops’s power again and, spurred on by
him, turned and attacked St John, who fell to the ground, grievously injured.
Then they all went home, very satisfied with the day’s work, convinced that
St John was dead. During the night, however, the disciple Prokhoros came to
where St John was lying and heard his voice saying, ‘Prokhoros, go and tell
Myron that I am still alive and that I’ll be coming back to the house.
Everything’s going to be all right.’ When Myron heard the good news he was
astonished and delighted.

It was not long before the war with Kynops began all over again, and it
went on for a long time. Then, one day, a crowd of people dragged St John to
the beach, where Kynops was again performing his magic rites in order to
prove, once and for all, that he was more powerful than St John. St John
prayed and, when Kynops dived into the sea, saying that he was going to
bring back the semblances of the dead men, he disappeared. For three days
many people waited on the beach hoping to see him coming out of the sea,
but in vain: Kynops never came up again. St John finally persuaded them, by
his words and his attitude, to accept the teaching of Christ and to go home
quietly. Today, people will point out a rock in the sea which has three parts
and will tell you that they are the petrified head, trunk and limbs of the
sorcerer Kynops.

Not many years after these events, the Emperor Domitian was
assassinated, and his successor, the Emperor Nerva, proved to be more
tolerant towards the Christians. Under his rule the persecutions came to an
end and St John was allowed to leave Patmos and return to Ephesus. Of
course, by this time, St John had enlightened, helped and healed so many of
the inhabitants of the island that they had become deeply attached to him and
did not want him to leave. They begged and implored him to stay, but he told
them, ‘I must go. There are other brothers and sisters who are waiting to hear
the Good News’, and although they continued to implore him, he was
adamant. At last, when they realized that they could not prevent him from
going, they asked him to write something for them before he went, something
that would be a reminder of the Good News he had brought them. This St



John agreed to do and, after several days of prayer and fasting, he began to
dictate his gospel to Prokhoros: ‘In the beginning was the Word...’ followed
by the book of Revelation. When this was done, the inhabitants of Patmos
understood that he had given them all they needed and they let him leave.

Our guide at Patmos told us that, at the end, when St John felt that death
was near, he asked two or three of his disciples to dig a big hole in the
ground. Then he got into the hole and told them to fill it up with soil as far as
his chest and to come back the next day. When they came back St John was
still alive. He told them, ‘Bury me up to my shoulders and come back
tomorrow’. The next day he was still alive, and he asked them to add a little
more soil. When they came back the following day he was no longer there.
Of course, this must be just a legend. There are a great many more or less
legendary stories about St John, which are said to have been handed down in
oral or written form by his disciples, and I was told that some of them can be
seen in certain libraries in Greece. I would be very interested to learn some of
the details they talk about.

Throughout the centuries, ever since the earliest days of the Church, there
has always been a tradition at Patmos that takes its inspiration from the
teaching of St John. It was because of this tradition that, in the 18th century, a
school was founded not far from the monastery. This school, known as
Patmias, has enriched Christianity by producing numbers of churchmen,
theologians and thinkers, some of whom were very remarkable people.

Patmos is such a magnificent place that I would have liked the Greek
Brotherhood to have a piece of land there so that they could go and stay on
the island from time to time. What exceptional conditions they would have
had for prayer and meditation and a brotherly life together! And how much
they would have enjoyed growing melons and all kinds of fruit trees! In fact,
the taxi driver who drove us to the monastery owned several plots of land on
the island; I noticed one of them in particular on the top of a hill, which he
said he was willing to sell us. It had a wonderful view of the sunrise, and you
could see a number of other islands in the distance, as well as the monastery
and the harbour with all its little houses. Patmos is not so very far from
Athens, but unfortunately it takes a long time to get there and the journey
cannot be made by air. The only way to get there is by boat: thirteen hours
there and thirteen hours back again, and if the sea is choppy – as it was when
we were there – it is quite an expedition.

The surprising thing is that, before this journey, I had always feared



travelling by boat because I suffered from seasickness. But this time it was
just the opposite: I found it most exhilarating to be tossed about by the
waves; I enjoyed it enormously! Yes, you may well laugh! Anyway, to
satisfy this new-found need to be tossed up and down, we hired a small motor
launch and sailed about for a couple of days and visited Mount Athos. What a
magnificent visit that was too! There are twenty or more monasteries
scattered about the mountain, and we visited at least half of them. The
Bulgarian name for Mount Athos is Sveta Gora, ‘holy forest’. We went to
various Bulgarian, Yugoslav and Russian monasteries and saw some
extraordinary icons. How beautiful they are! Of course, we took lots of
photos and films, and the monks were so hospitable and friendly, they did not
want us to leave. They kept pressing Turkish delight, preserves, coffee and
even rakia on us. If we had accepted everything they offered, we would never
have found our way back to our boat!

But to get back to Patmos. One of the things that most enchanted me while
we were there was the beauty of the place. There is something very simple
about it, for there is very little vegetation. It is principally the atmosphere that
is so extraordinary, as though the spirit of St John had penetrated deep into
the ground and into its inhabitants. Even now, two thousand years later,
Patmos is still a truly exceptional place, in spite of all the people who have
visited it, in spite of the tourist trade, which usually causes devastation
wherever it appears and which destroys the simple, natural mentality of
warm-hearted, hospitable people by bringing with it some of the worst
aspects of modern life. In fact, the people of Patmos really astonished me: the
glow in their faces and the simple dignity of their ways made me feel that this
was a very special place. I have never met such people anywhere, people
capable of showing so much love, kindness, sincerity, generosity and
brotherliness. Yes, their mentality is so brotherly and so mystical, religious
and profound! You have the impression that no one in Patmos is bad or
dishonest. We saw almost all the inhabitants, from those who came to meet
us at the boat and carried our suitcases, to the monks and bishops, and they
were all so charming, so warmly welcoming – there are no words to express
it! I assure you, it would be well worth your while to go there just to meet
those people. Their faces expressed such peace, happiness and light. Yes, a
light emanated from them; you could feel and see their aura.

One day, after I had spent some time meditating and burning incense in
my hotel room, asking the invisible world for the answers to some questions,



my travelling companions and I went out for a walk in the hills. On the way,
we saw an old woman standing beside the path ahead of us. She was simply,
even poorly, dressed, but she had a wonderful face, and she was just standing
there, as though waiting for us. When we came closer, she stepped up to me
and, kissing my hand with great respect, said a few words in Greek. When
her words were translated for me, I realized that they were the answer to the
questions I had been asking. Heaven had spoken to me through that old
woman. You cannot imagine how happy that made me! Yes, because her
words were prophetic; she had given me heaven’s answer to my questions. It
is very easy for heaven to give us answers through a bird, a dog or a horse
and, of course, even through another human being. The only problem is that
we are not always capable of deciphering or understanding those answers, but
they are always available; heaven never leaves us without an answer. And the
answer I got from heaven that day was a great joy to me. After this episode
we went on and visited some of the other marvellous spots on the island.

Truly, there is something very special about Patmos. Many of the people
we talked to had a way of expressing themselves that I had never heard in any
other town or country in the world. What they said was so wise and profound,
and their language had such an extraordinarily mystical, spiritual quality to it.
Nor have I ever met priests and monks who were so kind and so radiant.
Many of them came to see me and we had long conversations together. And
what a joy it was to meet all those friendly faces in the streets and to see the
respect, trust and love with which they looked at us. This is truly a land in
which people are happy; a land of innocence and purity. God bless it!
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Chapter Two
Introduction

to the book of Revelation
When Christianity first appeared, it did not suddenly burst upon the world

from nowhere. It was the fruit of several traditions and, in particular, of the
Judaic tradition represented by the Cabbalah. Jesus himself was familiar with
the Cabbalah, and it is essential for anyone who wants to really understand
the Old and New Testaments to have a working knowledge of that vast
science. Unfortunately, the Church has been content, for centuries, to hand on
only a few scraps, a few superficial notions of this science to the faithful. Is it
any wonder, then, that Christians today think that Christianity is poor and
inadequate and are more and more inclined to go and look for spiritual
nourishment in the teachings of the Middle and Far East? Who is to blame for
this state of affairs? The clergy should be ashamed of how incapable they
have been of showing the faithful the great wealth and depth of Christianity
and of its philosophy and symbolism. They have been content with too many
empty exhortations, which have taught people nothing, and this is the result:
all those who want something more leave the Church. For centuries,
Christians have been told that the only thing that was essential was to have
faith. When they asked questions about their religion they were told it was a
mystery and that they should not try to understand; they only had to believe
and they would be saved. But that is false: it is not enough to believe.
Religion is not only a question of faith. Every religion possesses a body of
science and, if the faithful are not allowed to nourish their mind, soul and
spirit with this science, in the end they lose their faith, because they have the
impression that they are being asked to believe something absurd.

I know that a great many people will have difficulty in accepting the idea
that Jesus was familiar with the Cabbalah; but that is the truth. The Cabbalah
was an integral part of the Judaic tradition in which he was brought up, and it
was he who revealed it to St John. This is why we find so many cabbalistic
elements in the St John’s gospel and book of Revelation.

In all spiritual traditions there is an exoteric teaching that is given to all the
faithful and an esoteric teaching that is reserved for the small spiritual elite
capable of understanding it. The exoteric aspect of the Christian religion is
represented by the Church of Peter: the Church that has imposed itself by
force, that has never hesitated to massacre and burn all those who opposed it



or who, without really opposing it, seemed to be unwilling to accept its rules.
The esoteric teaching of Christianity, on the other hand, is represented by the
Church of St John: the Church that has always carried on its work in secret,
that has never persecuted or massacred anyone but has, on the contrary,
always been a victim of the intolerance of the Church of Peter.1

Jesus gave St John a teaching, therefore, that he did not give to the other
disciples, and the others, when they realized this, were a little jealous. But
let’s leave that for the time being. The important thing is that the Church of St
John is the guardian of the quintessence of Jesus’ doctrine and is always
ready to teach those who show the desire to study the secrets of creation and
the truths that concern the invisible world and the spiritual development of
human beings. The Revelation is the book of the Church of John, but, in order
to interpret the numbers, symbols and images it contains, we have to know
something about the Cabbalah as well as about astrology, alchemy, magic
and even the cards of the tarot, which are not playing cards, as many people
imagine, but an abstract of Initiatic Science.

This is why most priests and pastors avoid any attempt to interpret the
Revelation, for that would mean they would have to accept all these other
sciences and, consequently, to change certain aspects of their religion. Yes,
they neglect this book because it proves that the scriptures cannot be
interpreted without the help of Initiatic Science. They prefer to imply that St
John, who was very old when he wrote it, said such improbable things
because he had allowed himself to be influenced by the rabbis or even
because he was not in his right mind. Yes, instead of studying and learning to
decipher and understand St John’s symbols they prefer to ignore the whole
thing on the pretext that he was senile!

Some of you may say, ‘Yes, but it is true that the Revelation is terribly
obscure and difficult to interpret!’ That is true for those who do not possess
the key to it, but for those who possess the key it is extremely clear. Of
course, the images, symbols and numbers are not always in the order in
which we might expect to find them: some of those at the end of the book
relate to passages at the beginning or in the middle. It is as though a pack of
cards had been thrown haphazardly onto a table. But anyone who possesses
the true science can pick up those cards, put them back in order and read
them. Once you know the hidden meaning of the numbers and symbols, all
the elements that seem to be entirely unrelated fall into place and shed light
on one another, and the result is an extraordinarily logical whole.





Chapter Three
Melchizedek and initiation into

the mystery of the two principles
‘I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the

kingdom and the patient endurance, was on the island called Patmos because
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the spirit on the
Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write
in a book what you see and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to
Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to
Laodicea.”

‘Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on turning I
saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands I saw one
like the Son of Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash across
his chest. His head and his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; his
eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as
in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of many waters. In his right
hand he held seven stars, and from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged
sword, and his face was like the sun shining with full force.

‘When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right
hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the
living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive for ever and ever.’

Revelation 1:9-18
 
I
 

For the last two thousand years, theologians and biblical scholars have
been trying to decide on the identity of this mysterious being described by St
John at the beginning of his book of Revelation. All kinds of answers have
been suggested. Some say it was God himself but that is not possible, for no
man or woman has ever seen God. Others say it was Jesus, but I cannot
accept that either, for St John knew Jesus so well that he would have
recognized him at once and exclaimed, ‘Master, how glad I am to see you!’
But he didn’t say anything of the kind. In fact, not only did he fail to
recognize that extraordinary being, from whose mouth issued a sword and
whose eyes were like flames, but he fell to the ground as though struck by
lightning. Some scholars have suggested that it was an archangel or perhaps



Tsaphkiel, the chief of the angelic order of Thrones. No, the being who
appeared to St John was Melchizedek.

From time immemorial, one great initiatic centre has existed on earth
which is over and above all others. All the lesser centres are simply branches
of this unique centre, whose light has never ceased to shine throughout the
centuries, and to guarantee the continuity of this bright flame there had to be
a being who possessed all powers and all knowledge, a being who could be
God’s representative on earth, a being who would never die. For the earth
needs the perpetual presence of God’s representative. And this being actually
exists; he is mentioned in the Bible and in all the spiritual traditions of the
world, although under different names; it is not possible to doubt his
existence.

In the Hebrew tradition he is known as Melchizedek, king of Salem. The
name Melchizedek means ‘king of justice’ (from the Hebrew melek, ‘king’
and tsedek, ‘justice’). And Salem, the name of the city of which he was king,
comes from the word shalom, meaning ‘peace’. (We find the same root in the
Hebrew name of Jerusalem: leruschalaim, and of Solomon: Schlomo).
Melchizedek, therefore, is the king of justice and peace, but that is practically
all we know; he is a very mysterious being. Only the great initiates know
anything about him, and he is mentioned only rarely in the Bible.

In Genesis, Moses gives us his account of the meeting between Abraham
and Melchizedek. ‘And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley
of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley), after his return from the defeat of
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him. Then Melchizedek, king of
Salem, brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And
he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, maker of
heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your
enemies into your hand.” And Abram gave one-tenth of everything.’

Naturally, this passage should not be taken quite literally. Melchizedek,
the greatest of all high initiates, did not go out to meet Abraham because he
had conquered a few hundred or a few thousand enemies on the field of
battle. Abraham’s victory over the seven sinister kings of Edom represents
his victory over the seven deadly sins, and Melchizedek offered him the
bread and wine as a reward for that victory. Of course, many people think
that this was not much of a reward, but that is because they don’t understand
its symbolic importance. In fact, the bread and wine represent the whole of
Initiatic Science, the Science that is based on the two cosmic principles



perpetually at work in every region of the universe: the masculine principle
(symbolized by the bread) and the feminine principle (symbolized by the
wine). This was the reward that Melchizedek brought to Abraham. And
Abraham bowed down before him and, as a sign of his gratitude, gave him
the tithe of all his possessions, that is to say, he dedicated to him all the
wealth of his heart and soul and spirit.

Melchizedek manifests to all initiates who succeed in reaching the
summit. It is the Master who seeks out his disciple and not, as many people
imagine, the disciple who chooses his or her Master. Masters know who is
capable of being their disciple, whereas disciples – who do not always have a
very clear idea of what they are looking for – may decide to follow a Master
and then abandon him for another and then another. A lot of people think that
they are the disciples of a Master who, in fact, does not recognize them as
such.

It is the greater one, therefore, who takes the initiative and goes out to
meet the lesser one. Melchizedek went out to meet Abraham to give him his
blessing, and when Abraham, who knew that he was the lesser, gave him the
tithe of all he possessed, Melchizedek initiated him into other mysteries.
Abraham adored Chadai-el-Hai, God Almighty, the Deity that corresponds to
the region of the sephirah Yesod, and Melchizedek, who was the priest of the
Most High, revealed God to Abraham under that name (El-Elion in Hebrew)
[Compare with the opening verse of Psalm 91, ‘You who live in the shelter of
the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty’: loseher (‘you who
live’) beseter (‘in the shelter’) Ellen (‘of the Most High’) betzel (in the
shadow) Chadai (of the Almighty) itlonan (abide).]. The Most High is the
name that the Cabbalah attributes to the highest manifestation of the Deity,
that which corresponds to Kether, the first sephirah. [Sephirah (plural,
sephiroth): one of the ten regions of cosmic reality represented by the
cabbalistic Tree of Life (see diagram).]1

The only other passage in the Bible that speaks of Melchizedek at any
length is in St Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews. St Paul writes: ‘This “King
Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham as he was
returning from defeating the kings and blessed him”; and to him Abraham
apportioned “one-tenth of everything”. His name, in the first place, means
“king of righteousness”; next he is also king of Salem, that is, “king of
peace”. Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither
beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God, he remains



a priest for ever. See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him
a tenth of the spoils.’

You will ask, ‘But if he had no father or mother, how was he created?’ A
being who is God’s representative on earth is all-powerful in respect to
matter. By the power of his spirit, which is the spirit of God himself, he can
form or disintegrate a body at will. Matter obeys him. This is why
Melchizedek is called the priest of the Most High. The true spiritual meaning
of the term priest is ‘sacrificer’, one who possesses the secret of the
transmutation of matter.2 For sacrifice, in fact, is simply that: a transmutation,
a transformation by which matter becomes purer and more luminous. To be
the priest of the Most High is to exercise the most sublime function in the
whole universe, for it is one who offers to God the purest quintessence of
matter.

Of all God’s representatives it is Melchizedek who has the most important
role to play on earth. All decisions and instructions concerning the destiny of
humankind come from him. All the high initiates received their instruction
from him: Hermes Trismegistus was an aspect of Melchizedek, and Orpheus,
Moses, Pythagoras, Plato, Buddha and Zoroaster – all the greatest initiates –
were taught by him, even Jesus. It was Melchizedek who sent the three magi,
as representatives of his kingdom, to bow down before Jesus, because Jesus
was the incarnation of the Christ-principle, of the Word made flesh.3 But
Melchizedek, representative of the living God, who has neither beginning nor
end, has another role to play.

Jesus, therefore, received instruction from Melchizedek. St Paul states this
very clearly when he explains that Jesus belonged to the order of
Melchizedek.4 ‘So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high
priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today
I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest for
ever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”’ And in another passage, St
Paul says, ‘We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a
hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus, a
forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high priest for ever
according to the order of Melchizedek’. St Paul had been the pupil of the
cabbalist Gamaliel; it was he who had taught St Paul about Melchizedek and
the order to which Jesus belonged.

As I have said, Melchizedek revealed God to Abraham as EI-Elion, the
Most High God, and it is interesting to note that El-Elion has the same



numerical value as Emmanuel, which was the name of Jesus. The Gospel
according to Matthew tells us that Joseph was visited by an angel, who told
him that a son would be born to Mary. Quoting the words of the prophet
Isaiah, the angel said, ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall name him Emmanuel’. And in The Gospel according to Luke we
read that the archangel Gabriel appeared to Mary and announced, ‘And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High.’

Of course, I know that some Christians will protest in horror and tell me
that it is blasphemous to say that Jesus belonged to the order of Melchizedek,
because that means that Melchizedek was of a higher rank than Jesus. Yes,
that is true. But it is not me saying so; it is St Paul. If Christians are
determined to be shocked by the idea, that is their problem. In any case, they
are destined to be shocked again and again until they make up their minds to
accept the truth.

Jesus incarnated on earth because he had received the mission of giving an
example to human beings and showing them what a son of man could do.
Whereas Melchizedek’s mission is to remain hidden, to avoid manifesting
himself to human beings. His work is different from that of Jesus, and this is
why he has never taken flesh in the womb of a woman as Jesus did. In reality,
therefore, it is only in their mission that they are different; Jesus possesses the
same nature, the same elevated rank and the same light as Melchizedek. If
this were not so, why would St Paul have associated Jesus and Melchizedek?

Jesus, then, was of the order of Melchizedek, and the most striking proof
of this filiation is the rite instituted by Jesus at the Last Supper. During this
last meal with his disciples, Jesus renewed the offering of bread and wine that
Melchizedek had made to Abraham. ‘As they were eating, Jesus took bread...
and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he
took the cup... and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this
is my blood. Do this in remembrance of me... Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood has eternal life”.’

This sacred rite is re-enacted every day at mass, when the priest
consecrates the bread and wine so that they may become the body and blood
of Christ. If you want to understand the meaning of these words, you must
know that bread and wine, the product of wheat and grapes, are symbols of
the masculine and feminine principles present in almost all initiations. Bread
and wine can become the body and blood of Christ only because they are



solar symbols. On the cosmic plane, the body and blood of Christ are the
light and warmth of the sun, which creates life; on the spiritual plane, the
body and blood of Christ are wisdom and love. What Jesus was saying,
therefore, was, ‘If you eat my body – wisdom – and drink my blood – love –
you will have eternal life’.

Holy Communion is one of the essential rites of the Christian religion, and
yet, in the two thousand years in which Christians have been receiving
Communion, you might well wonder how many of them have obtained
eternal life. Yes, for it is not enough to take the bread and wine or the host
consecrated by a priest. Every man and every woman must themselves be a
priest, a ‘sacrificer’; every man and woman must come before all the cells of
their body with an offering of bread and wine, that is to say, with the gift of
love and wisdom.

The sacrament of the Eucharist, by which Christians partake of the body
and blood of Christ and thereby of divine life, is an extremely powerful
magic rite. It is to this sacrament that Christianity owes its strength and the
fact that it has endured throughout the centuries. So why should we not
expand our understanding of such sacred matters?

During the eighteen years of Jesus’s life not mentioned in the gospels, he
was studying and working in the kingdom of Melchizedek. It was there that
he received initiation before returning to Palestine, at the age of about thirty,
in order to accomplish his mission. But he also put his disciples in touch with
this kingdom of Melchizedek. There is a tradition common to all religions
that this kingdom exists in some inaccessible region known as the ‘land of the
immortals’ or ‘land of the living’. This is the land the psalmist is referring to
when he sings, ‘I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living’.5 It is
also the land known as Agartha or as the kingdom of Prester John. In reality
it is the kingdom of Melchizedek, but only a few initiates who are in touch
with Melchizedek actually have firsthand knowledge of it. When Jesus said
‘Strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well’, he was referring to this kingdom of
Melchizedek, king of righteousness.

No initiate can reach the summit without being enrolled in the school of
Melchizedek. It is he who confers the highest degrees of initiation; it is he
who is the one true Master of all the greatest Masters – and only of the
greatest. From the beginning he has been the incarnate presence of the cosmic
Christ on earth. He watches over the evolution of humankind, guiding it



according to God’s plan and, when human beings go too far in transgressing
the divine laws, it is he who intervenes and restores order. As the four
elements – earth, water, air and fire – are at his service, he has all powers.

It was Jesus who asked Melchizedek to manifest himself to his disciple
John. Official Christianity never mentions these facts, but they are recorded
in the archives of Initiatic Science, and anyone who is capable of going to
look for them will find them there.

The being whom St John saw in his vision, therefore, and who declared, ‘I
am the Alpha and the Omega,… the beginning and the end’ was none other
than Melchizedek. His name changes according to the cycles of the ages,
because it is magic. In Greek mythology he is known as Minos, king of Crete,
son of Zeus, judge and lawgiver; in India he is known as Manu. When I was
in India I asked some sages whether their tradition spoke of a being who
never dies, and I was told that it did and that his name was Markandeya. So,
as you see, this being is known by different names in different religions and
cultures, but it is always the same being.

Melchizedek, who reigns over the destiny of the world, is an aspect of
Christ, the cosmic Principle. This is what St Paul means by ‘resembling the
Son of God’ when speaking of him. There must always be, somewhere on
earth, a divine fire whose flames are never extinguished, and this is precisely
the task of Melchizedek: to keep this fire alive. He is this fire, and all those
who are ready to do so can light their own flame from his.
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II
 

So, as we have already seen, the being seen by St John and described by
him at the beginning of Revelation was Melchizedek. The seven golden
lampstands that surrounded him mean that he possesses all knowledge; the
seven stars in his right hand mean that he possesses all power, and the sword
issuing from his mouth means that he possesses the power of the divine
Word: through the power of the Word he sets in motion, guides and controls
events. The two edges of the flaming sword in his mouth show that he has
power over both good and evil: he sets free the spirits of light and binds the
spirits of darkness.

Jesus, who was, in the words of St Paul, ‘a high priest for ever according
to the order of Melchizedek’, also possessed the power of the divine Word. It
was by the power of the Word – the logos – that he drove out demons, healed
the sick and raised the dead, and he transmitted this power to his disciples,
telling them, ‘Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’6

On several occasions in Revelation, Melchizedek says, ‘I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end’. Revelation
was, of course, written in Greek, and the letters alpha and omega are the first
and last letters of the Greek alphabet. In Hebrew, which is the language of the
Cabbalah and was also the language of Jesus and St John, the first and last
letters of the alphabet are aleph and tav. But why this mention of letters of
the alphabet? What makes a letter so significant that a being as exalted as
Melchizedek should say, ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’?

In French or English, when we speak of Mr. X or Mrs. Y, we mean
anyone and everyone or, at any rate, someone who is not worth identifying.
But we cannot interpret Melchizedek’s declaration that he is ‘the Alpha and
the Omega’ – or ‘Aleph and Tav’ – unless we take into account the symbolic
function of the letters of the alphabet in the Judaic tradition. For a cabbalist,
letters represent infinitely more than they mean to us, infinitely more than the
letters we use every day when we write. Also, the two letters aleph and tav
must not be seen in isolation: between the first and last letter of the alphabet
are all the others. The beginning cannot be separated from the end any more
than your head can be separated from your feet. An alphabet is a body, a
living whole formed of a number of elements – the letters – and the order
they are in is not a question of chance.





articulate speech, the lips and tongue must work together; in other words, the
masculine and feminine principles must be united.

When it is a question of creating a child, since the two principles exist
separately, the woman on the one side and the man on the other, the creative
power of each is incomplete. They have to come together in order to create –
and this is where so many complications begin. Novels, plays and films are
full of the adventures (comic or tragic) of men and women who want to come
together in this way. In God, however, the two creative principles are never
separate; this is why God creates without ceasing. A complete being
possesses both principles.

Now, don’t misunderstand me: I am not saying that human beings should
possess the two principles on the physical plane; that would be ridiculous.
Even though a theory exists according to which the first human beings were
hermaphrodites, we have to accept that, in present conditions, the masculine
and feminine principles are separate. It is the spiritual plane where human
beings must achieve the unification of the two principles – the principles of
love and wisdom – for it is only in this way that they will dwell in truth and
be truly strong.

What is a magus? A magus is someone who, first and foremost, possesses
knowledge but also love, and it is this love that enables him to vivify his
knowledge. When he speaks, his Word is saturated with that light and
warmth, with that wisdom and love, and it is this that makes it powerful. It is
this that enables him to make his influence felt in the whole of creation,
throughout the visible and invisible worlds. It is this that gives him the power
to set in motion humans, angels and archangels, spirits and the elements. You
must understand that everything is part of a whole and that there is an
analogy, an absolute correspondence between the human being and the
cosmos and between all the different kingdoms of nature. The sun speaks.
Yes, the sun speaks, and its Word is life. The sun speaks, and its Word is the
light that falls on the earth, on us, on plants and animals and all beings.

And now, let’s say that the tongue is the father and the lips the mother and
that their speech is the child. This means that what the father gives the mother
is the creative Word, the Word that animates and gives life. Just as the sun
fertilizes the earth and man fertilizes woman, so the divine Word fertilizes
souls and hearts. It is the same law. Then, the one who speaks becomes the
father, the one who listens becomes the mother, and the feelings, emotions,
thoughts and actions that are born are the children.





Chapter Four
Letters to the Church

in Ephesus and Smyrna
‘To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him

who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven
golden lampstands: I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance.
I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to
be apostles but are not, and have found them to be false. I also know that you
are enduring patiently and bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you
have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned
the love you had at first. Remember then from what you have fallen; repent,
and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place, unless you repent. Yet this is to your credit: you
hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. Let anyone who has an
ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who
conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the
paradise of God.

‘And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of
the first and the last, who was dead and came to life: I know your affliction
and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know the slander on the part of
those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the devil is about to throw
some of you into prison so that you may be tested, and for ten days you will
have affliction. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death.’

Revelation 2:1-11
 

These messages to the Church in Ephesus and Smyrna – like those that
follow to the other Churches – start by formulating a judgment, followed by
some advice, and conclude with a promise of reward for those who conquer.
To the Church in Ephesus it is promised that those who conquer will be
rewarded with the fruit of the Tree of Life, whereas the Church in Smyrna is
told that those who conquer ‘will not be harmed by the second death’. What
does it mean to ‘eat from the tree of life’ and to ‘be harmed by the second
death’? In order to understand these images, we must first examine the









opposition to each other they do not remain passive; on the contrary, they
have a mutually stimulating effect. Each is exalted by and provokes a
reaction on the part of the other. Try this experiment: stare at something red
for a few moments and then switch your gaze to a white surface and you will
see that green appears. And vice versa, if you stare at something green, you
will see red when you look away. Red is the colour of Mars and green is the
colour of Venus, and if you understand this phenomenon you will be better
able to understand certain psychic manifestations. When you work with
Taurus, this sign inevitably arouses its opposite, Scorpio, and vice versa:
Scorpio arouses Taurus. When you work with Aries, you will necessarily
trigger a reaction from Libra, and vice versa, for there is a link between these
constellations.

When Venus is in Taurus it incites human beings to seek physical love and
the pleasures of the senses and, after a time, because of the link between the
two planets, the influence of Mars in Scorpio inevitably makes itself felt too,
and this means quarrels, violence and destruction. Yes, those who abandon
themselves to the frenzies of physical love end up becoming harsh and
aggressive, even cruel. Conversely, those who allow themselves to be ruled
by violence and belligerence very soon become a prey to their sexual
instincts. This is a phenomenon which is often seen in times of war.

When Venus manifests itself on the higher plane, however, as
disinterested love, kindness, self-abnegation and beauty, Mars is also aroused
and manifests itself, but no longer in destruction and upheavals. No, on the
higher plane, Mars manifests itself by strengthening, sustaining and
protecting all that is good in ourselves and others. This law is absolute. If you
are inhabited by spiritual love, you cannot be drawn into violence; on the
contrary, you attract the positive, beneficial aspects of Mars. And if it is Mars
that manifests itself foremost in you through your efforts of self-control,
through your struggle to master your passions, then the love of Venus will
come to expand your soul and give you a foretaste of eternal life.

And now, let’s study the sign of Scorpio. Scorpio corresponds to the
eighth house of the zodiac, the house of death. In his account of the creation
of the world at the beginning of the book of Genesis, Moses says that God
placed Adam and Eve in a garden planted with many different kinds of trees
and gave them instructions concerning two of those trees: the tree of life and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. ‘And the Lord God commanded
the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the



knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it
you shall die’. Don’t you think that these are strange names for trees: the tree
of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? Actually, you must not
take these trees to be realities of the vegetable kingdom; they are symbols for
regions of the universe. The tree of life is the symbol for the unity of life, for
the plane where polarization does not yet exist, that is to say, for the plane
where there is neither masculine nor feminine, neither light nor darkness.
Whereas the other tree represents the region of polarization, the plane where
creatures are necessarily subject to the alternation of day and night, of joy and
sorrow, of all opposites.

God told Adam and Eve, ‘The time will come when you will have the right
to eat that fruit but, at the moment, you are too weak. If you ate it now, the
contact with the forces it contains would kill you.’ You will object that Adam
and Eve did eat that fruit and yet continued to live. Yes, for the fact is that
there is no such thing as death in nature: what we call death is simply an
altered state of mind or of matter.

This changed state of mind undergone by Adam and Eve is indicated in
Genesis by their sudden realization of their nakedness. We are told that, when
they lived happily in the Garden of Eden, ‘They were both naked, the man
and his wife, and were not ashamed’. And later, after they had eaten the
forbidden fruit, ‘The eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.’ This sudden consciousness of their nakedness proves that a
change of some kind had taken place within them. And this change was in
their bodies: the subtle, luminous matter of which their bodies had been
composed until then had congealed and become materialized so that they
became aware of their nakedness and felt the need to clothe themselves.
When beings are made of pure light, no one is going to ask whether they are
naked or clothed: their form is fluid and their garments are indistinguishable
from their body.3 But when they descend onto the level of physical matter,
their form condenses and, if they have no physical clothes, they are seen to be
naked.

Now, we see that what Initiatic Science has traditionally called the Fall is,
in fact, a descent onto the astral plane. Adam and Eve, who lived on the
buddhic plane, ruled by the higher aspects of Venus and Mars, fell to the
astral plane, which is ruled by the lower aspects of these planets. In the
zodiac, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is represented by the axis



Taurus-Scorpio whereas the tree of life is represented by the axis Aries-Libra.
Those whose lives are given over to sensuality and the passions eat the fruit
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and die every day to the higher
state, whereas those who are masters of their lower impulses eat the fruit of
the tree of eternal life in God’s own kingdom.

And now, if we re-read the letters to the Churches in Ephesus and Smyrna,
we shall see that these explanations concerning the two axes, Aries-Libra and
Taurus-Scorpio, throw a great deal of light on the text.

‘To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him
who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven
golden lampstands: I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance
(the qualities of work, courage and perseverance belong to the higher aspect
of Mars)… But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you
had at first (that is to say, the higher aspect of Venus). Remember then from
what you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first (don’t remain
in the swamps of the astral plane; make the effort to get back the strength and
spiritual love of the buddhic plane)... Yet this is to your credit: you hate the
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate (Aries is herbivorous and the
symbol of purity. The Nicolaitans were a heretical sect whose members took
part in banquets at which the flesh of animals had been sacrificed and
distributed)… To everyone who conquers, I will give permission to eat from
the tree of life that is in the paradise of God (that is to say, the qualities and
joys of divine love on the buddhic plane).’

And to the church in Smyrna it is said: ‘I know your affliction and your
poverty, even though you are rich... (Taurus corresponds to the second
astrological house, which is the house of wealth and prosperity. The poverty
referred to, therefore, is the spiritual poverty of the church of Smyrna, which
has fallen under the influence of the lower aspect of Venus in Taurus and of
Mars in Scorpio, and the result is the tribulation that is mentioned for the
second time.) Beware, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison so
that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have affliction. Be faithful
until death, and I will give you the crown of life. Let anyone who has an ear
listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. Whoever conquers will not
be harmed by the second death’ (No one can escape the first death, physical
death, but those who conquer their passions will escape the second death,
spiritual death, inflicted by Scorpio).

 





Chapter Five
Letter to the Church in Pergamum

‘And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words
of him who has the sharp two-edged sword: I know where you are living,
where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding fast to my name, and you did not
deny your faith in me even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful one,
who was killed among you, where Satan lives. But I have a few things against
you: you have some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught
Balak to put a stumbling-block before the people of Israel, so that they would
eat food sacrificed to idols and practise fornication. So you also have some
who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent then. If not, I will come to
you soon and make war against them with the sword of my mouth. Let anyone
who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To
everyone who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give
a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one
knows except the one who receives it.’

Revelation 2:12-17
 

I want to restrict my comments today to the two promises at the end of this
excerpt from the letter to the Angel of the Church in Pergamum. ‘To everyone
who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give a white
stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one knows except
the one who receives it.’

There has already been a lot of discussion about this white stone. What
can be so extraordinary about a white stone that it should be considered a
fitting reward for someone who has won a victory? We are told that a name is
written on it, and from this we can conclude that it bears signs and
inscriptions such as are found on a talisman or pantacle. Actually, a pantacle
is not exactly the same thing as a talisman. A pantacle is an image – engraved
on metal or stone, drawn on parchment or even embroidered on cloth – on
which there is some writing. A talisman, on the other hand, is an object – a
stone, flower, insect, ring or bracelet, etc. – which has been impregnated with
a special force, either by nature or by someone who has great psychic power.

A lot of people would like to have a talisman that they could rely on to
help and protect them and there is certainly nothing wrong in this, but don’t
imagine that it is so easy as all that to find a genuine talisman. All those



stones, rings, crosses, etc., that you can buy in certain shops and that are
‘guaranteed’ to protect you from illness and win you love, fame and fortune –
Lord only knows what they will really do for you! It is not so easy to prepare
a talisman. In the first place you have to be familiar with the laws of
correspondence between physical objects and cosmic powers. Not only must
you know which metal or stone is appropriate but you also have to know
which signs and characters have the power to attract and hold beneficial
forces.

Very often the names inscribed on talismans are in Hebrew. Why is this?
It is because a cabbalist knows that each letter of the Hebrew alphabet
corresponds to a particular geometrical form in nature and that behind each of
these forms are certain active forces. Nature knows how to establish the link
between its own forms and the letters that represent them, and those who
know the invisible power to which each letter corresponds can, therefore,
trigger the appropriate cosmic currents. In this way, by engraving or
inscribing certain forms on a talisman, you can establish communication with
the corresponding entities in the invisible world. Initiates seek to discover the
correspondence between forces, forms and letters and to learn how to handle
them, in order to create beneficial connections between heaven and earth.

Actually, the work of anyone who prepares a talisman is identical with
that of nature, for nature fills stones, plants, animals and even men and
women with a quintessence that can subsequently be drawn from them, and
when someone prepares a talisman they simply make use of the natural
energies present in all that exists. However, they must first know the laws
involved and, also, never use those energies for egotistical, self-serving
purposes. This is why, if you really want a talisman, you should find out who
prepared it and be sure that it was someone who was pure, honest, upright
and enlightened, otherwise the thing you thought would be of benefit to you
will be useless or even harmful. Yes, unfortunately, this also happens, for the
nature and virtues of the elements that people attract from space can only be
those that they already possess.

It is also important to know the motives of those who want talismans. Do
they want its support in order to carry out a disinterested work of light or in
order to achieve personal success without effort? Unfortunately, it is this
second reason that is most frequent. More often than not, greed and sloth
underlie the desire for a talisman. Why should anyone study, reflect,
meditate, pray and be vigilant when they can have talismans to do the work



for them? While the talismans do the work, their owners can make the most
of the advantages they obtain for them to do what they please and indulge in
all the pleasures of life. No, no: that is not what a talisman is for, and this is
why a genuine magus will not give a talisman to everyone who asks for one. I
have often refused to prepare a talisman for people – even though some were
ready to pay me a great deal for it – because, knowing what they wanted it
for, I knew that not only would it do them no good – quite the opposite, in
fact – but they might also cause harm to those around them.1

I must also tell you that even the most powerful talisman can sometimes
be totally ineffectual, because its potency depends on all kinds of other
factors. Consider what the Spirit says to the Church in Pergamum: ‘To
everyone who conquers I will give… a white stone’. Yes, they will receive a
white stone; that is true, but only after they have conquered. And what is it
that they have to conquer? An enemy? A competitor? No; it is themselves –
their own weaknesses and passions and their own base inclinations. The
message of the spirit is not that humans will overcome thanks to the talismans
they receive but that they must begin by acquiring the necessary virtues and
qualities that will enable them to be victorious,2 and only then will they be
given the hidden manna and the white stone. The ‘manna’ is not really a
food, nor is the ‘white stone’ a material stone; they are both symbols of the
spiritual gifts that enable humans to further their evolution. It is the virtues
that are the only true food, the only true talisman.

The ‘hidden manna’, the food that bestows eternal life, is simply a state of
consciousness that allows humans to taste fulfilment, immensity and eternity.
And the ‘white stone’ is the symbol of self-mastery, of the inner strength that
comes from purity. According to the law of analogy, crystals and precious
stones, which are so pure and transparent, represent the highest sphere of the
universe for, being linked to the atmic plane, they have the power to
condense within themselves the cosmic energy which we can then draw on
and use for our own purposes. The ‘white stone’ is, therefore, the
crystallization of the atmic quintessence, which is pure light.

And on this stone is written a name. What does this mean? In Initiatic
Science, a name is of the utmost importance, for its function is to express, by
means of its vibrations, the very essence of the being or object it designates.
As soon as God had created the first man and woman, he gave them their
names and entrusted them with the task of giving names to the animals and
plants. The name represents, sums up and contains the entity to which it





Chapter Six
Letter to the Church in Laodicea

‘And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The words of the Amen,
the faithful and true witness, the origin of God’s creation: I know your
works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either cold or hot.
So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit
you out of my mouth. For you say, “I am rich, I have prospered, and I need
nothing.” You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and
naked. Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that
you may be rich; and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your
nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may
see. I reprove and discipline those whom I love. Be earnest, therefore, and
repent. Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and
open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. To
the one who conquers I will give a place with me on my throne, just as I
myself conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.’

Revelation 3:14-21
 

‘Because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit
you out of my mouth.’ Has anyone who has ever heard these words failed to
be struck by them? For the last two thousand years they have been repeated
over and over again, and everyone thinks they understand them, because
everyone knows what heat and cold are. Yes, everyone has experienced heat
and cold, and yet some further explanation is called for, because no one really
understands their deepest meaning.

People often see coldness as a symbol of evil, of everything that contracts,
congeals and paralyses, whereas heat symbolizes all that is good, beautiful,
alive and generous. On this basis, they conclude that the Spirit was saying,
‘Put yourself on the side of either good or evil; don’t waver between the
two!’ as though to be lukewarm were to be neither good nor evil. Well, there
may be some truth in this interpretation, but it is incomplete.

The first thing we need to know is that there are two kinds of heat and
cold. There is the heat that expands, enlivens and ripens and there is the heat
that burns and destroys and leaves only ashes. Then there is the cold that
preserves what is good and provides excellent conditions for reflection and
the cold that destroys life. These are the two kinds of heat and cold that we



need to examine.
In very hot equatorial regions of the world, plant and animal life are

abundant, exuberant and highly coloured. But it is also in these regions that
the most dangerous animal species are to be found. As for the human
population, their passions are ardent but they are also indolent and lazy. Heat
is not conducive to work and discipline. Go to colder regions, however, and
you will find that nature is less abundant and varied but that the people are
more peaceful, more thoughtful and also more active. There are no great
philosophers in hot countries; people are more concerned with eating,
sleeping, loving and fighting, whereas conditions in a cold climate encourage
intellectual activity and make people think and be inventive. On the other
hand, the heart is not at ease in the cold and does not have the conditions it
needs to develop. The heart needs warmth; it awakens and expands in the
warmth, whereas the mind goes to sleep. Heat, therefore, stimulates people’s
passions and drives them to act without moderation or wisdom. This is why
they need the cold. But if the cold is too great, they close up and become
distant, insensitive and proud. Symbolically you could say that the equator
represents the stomach and sexual organs, and the polar regions represent the
head, the brain.

The cycle through which water goes in nature illustrates another aspect of
this question of heat and cold. Water evaporates when it is heated by the
sun’s rays: in the upper atmosphere it is chilled and falls back to the earth’s
mountain peaks in the form of snow. But it does not stay there. After a while,
under the influence of the heat from the sun, the snow melts and flows into
the valleys, once again, in the form of water, and the cycle begins all over
again. As you see, nature uses this alternation of heat and cold, and initiates,
who observe nature very closely, have taken inspiration from it in their
pedagogical methods.

When a Master sees that his disciples are becoming cold and icy, he sends
them down into the valleys to get warm. That is to say, he counsels them to
cultivate more love by mixing with others and getting involved in their lives.
And when he sees others who are exposing themselves to too much heat, he
counsels them to rise as often as possible into the cooler air of the mountain
heights. And what are these heights? They are meditation and prayer. In this
way, disciples learn to use their powers of thought to rise above the
conflagrations of the heart and, when they reach the heights and see their
situation more clearly, they thank God that they have been rescued from the



fire that threatened to consume them.
All those who are a prey to torments of the heart should use this method:

they should rise to a higher level and, in this way, become wise and prudent.
However, disciples should not stay on the higher level indefinitely, otherwise
they will become proud, distant and inaccessible to others. They must come
down into the valley in order to help their brothers and sisters. It is not
necessary to stay too long on the mountain tops – symbolically speaking.1

Look at what happens to a snake: in a warm climate it is extremely agile
and can move very rapidly, so you can easily be bitten. But in a cold climate
it becomes completely inoffensive. And, as we know, in each one of us
dwells a live snake: our sexual energy. When the temperature begins to rise
in us, this snake becomes so powerful that it is impossible to avoid being
bitten. This is why we have to cool it off a little. The sexual energy is aroused
by the fires of passion; it is rendered harmless by the cooler climate of
reason.

And now, in the light of these explanations, the letter to the Church in
Laodicea is beginning to be more intelligible. ‘You are neither cold nor hot’;
that is to say, you are neither up on the mountain nor down in the valley; you
have neither wisdom nor love. For this is what it means to be lukewarm: you
possess neither wisdom nor love, and when people possess neither wisdom
nor love they cannot possess truth. Take a very simple example from
everyday life: if you put your left hand in a basin of hot water and your right
hand in a basin of cold water and keep them there for a few minutes, the
temperature of each hand will rise or fall until it matches that of the water.
Then, if you remove both hands and dip them immediately into a third basin
of lukewarm water, what impression will you have? Your left hand will give
you a sensation of cold, while your right hand will give you a sensation of
warmth. You cannot, therefore, have an accurate idea of the temperature of
the water in this third basin. Each of your hands has a different sensation
depending on the difference between the hot or cold water and the lukewarm
water. In the same way, you will never have an accurate notion of things if
you content yourself with ‘lukewarm’ thoughts, feelings and actions. Those
who dwell in lukewarmness will always be misled. This is why the Spirit
says to the Church in Laodicea: ‘Be hot or cold’.

And now let’s get back to the two kinds of heat and cold that I mentioned
a moment ago. There is one kind of heat that comes from the Sun and another
that comes from Mars. There is one kind of cold that comes from Saturn and



another that comes from Earth. The Sun represents the heat that gives life,
whereas Mars represents the all-consuming fire of passion. Saturn represents
the coldness of wisdom and intelligence, while Earth represents the coldness
of separation and death. Coldness, therefore, is represented by Saturn and
Earth and heat by the Sun and Mars. And the Moon represents lukewarmness.
Yes, because everything that falls under the influence of the Moon becomes
vague, colourless and insipid, and when human beings are influenced by the
Moon they are indolent, hesitant, indecisive and vague. You must not remain
in a state of lukewarmness; you must work to become hot or cold (by which I
mean, of course, the good aspect of heat and cold). To become cold you have
to scale the heights, that is to say, reflect and meditate; and to become hot
you have to join your brothers and sisters in the valleys. By means of wisdom
you become cooler, and by means of love you become warmer.

But no one must be exclusively hot or cold forever; if you are cold you
must also know how to become hot, and vice versa. It is in this constant
movement, the constant alternation between the two poles, that a human
being finds life and balance. Those who stay permanently in the heat or the
cold cease to evolve; all progress is arrested. What do you do when you want
to cook some vegetables? You put them in a saucepan and you put the
saucepan on the heat. Yes, but you don’t leave it there forever; after a while,
you remove it. Why don’t you leave it to burn? Because you are wise.
Similarly, it is good to feel love for someone, but wisdom tells you that it is
not good to go too far. If the temperature begins to rise within you because of
a man or woman, don’t leave the saucepan on the heat! You understand what
I am saying, don’t you? The heat of love is very welcome. Yes, but only if it
is balanced by the coolness of wisdom.

Now let’s get back to the question of the zodiac. We have already spoken
about the axis formed by each of the six pairs of diametrically opposite
constellations (see chapter four). These six axes are: Aries-Libra, Taurus-
Scorpio, Gemini-Sagittarius, Cancer-Capricorn, Leo-Aquarius and Virgo-
Pisces, and, as we saw, the message of the Spirit to the Churches in Ephesus
and Smyrna concerned the axes Aries-Libra and Taurus-Scorpio. Each of the
Churches to which the Spirit sent a message has a special link with one of the
axes of the zodiac. You will be thinking that there are seven Churches, but
not seven axes. Well, as a matter of fact, there are seven, but the seventh is
not shown in the zodiac. This is the axis that passes at right angles through
the centre of the wheel of the zodiac, and it is the start of a new series of six



principles.
There are several symbolic representations of the wheel, one of which is a

winged wheel. In the figure of the winged wheel, the wings represent the
seventh axis, the axis on which the wheel of the zodiac turns in space. This
seventh axis is the motor power for the six others. Then there are, also, the
wheels seen by Ezekiel in his vision: ‘As I looked at the living creatures, I
saw a wheel on the earth beside the living creatures, one for each of the four
of them. As for the appearance of the wheels and their construction: their
appearance was like the gleaming of beryl; and the four had the same form,
their construction being something like a wheel within a wheel. When they
moved, they moved in any of the four directions without veering as they
moved. Their rims were tall and awesome, for the rims of all four were full of
eyes all round.’ These four wheels represent the zodiac.

And now we can go back and take another look at what the Spirit said to
the Church in Laodicea, and you will see that it can be interpreted with
reference to the axis Aquarius-Leo. ‘You are neither cold nor hot… I counsel
you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich; and white
robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being
seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. I reprove and
discipline those whom I love’.

Leo is a fire sign, and it is the fifth astrological house, the house of the
Sun, corresponding to the hottest months of the year, July and August. Leo
represents the heart, and the heart is associated with heat, blood and life. This
is the cosmic heart, the heart of God, from which come all creatures and all
that exists in the universe. The fifth astrological house is the house of love,
children and all forms of creation. The other pole of this axis is Aquarius,
which is ruled by Saturn, and Saturn reigns over winter. Aquarius is
represented as an old man, old man Saturn (although Saturn is not the only
ruler of Aquarius; there is also Uranus), who possesses wisdom and who,
symbolically, pours out water for all creatures. The two poles of this axis,
therefore, are love and wisdom, the heat of the valley and the cold of the
mountain peaks.

The letter to the Church in Laodicea speaks of gold, white garments and
eye-salve (collyrium): what do these mean? Gold, according to the
alchemists, is closely related to the sun: it is a condensation of the sun’s rays.
Gold purified by fire represents all the beneficial forces issuing from Leo, the
heart of the universe. Gold is the love of this heart. As a matter of fact, the



etymology of the words ‘lion’ (Leo), ‘heart’ and ‘love’ makes it very clear
that there is a connection between them. The Hebrew for heart is lev, and for
lion, lavi; in Bulgarian and Russian, the word for lion is lèv and for love,
lubov, and the same root is found in the English word ‘love’ and the German
Liebe (love) and Löwe (lion).

And what of the ‘white garments’? White garments are often mentioned in
the Revelation and are, of course, symbolic. White is the synthesis of all the
other colours, and, in the language of Initiatic Science, to have a white
garment means to possess the light, that is to say, to possess wisdom, for
wisdom is the synthesis of all the virtues, just as white is the synthesis of all
the colours. These spiritual ‘garments’ are what we also know as the ‘aura’,2
and it is by means of our aura, the spiritual garment woven by wisdom, that
the invisible world recognizes us.

‘Salve to anoint your eyes’: the eye-salve or collyrium referred to here is
Uranus, truth, for truth is related to the eyes. In the ancient initiations, Uranus
was depicted as an eye hovering over the ocean. You must not think that
antiquity did not know of the existence of this planet. Sir William Herschel
was not the first to discover it: it was known to the world of antiquity by its
Greek name of Ouranos, meaning ‘heaven’ or ‘sky’.

Thus, the Sun gives us life and love; Saturn gives us the garment of
wisdom, and Uranus enables us to see the truth. Although the Church in
Laodicea believes that it is rich (‘You say, “I am rich, I have prospered, and I
need nothing.”’), the Spirit knows that that is not so. On the contrary, it is
‘wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked’, and the Spirit counsels it to buy
gold, white garments and an eye-salve. This shows us that, in order to obtain
love, wisdom and truth, we have to work with the Aquarius-Leo axis,
otherwise we shall be poor, naked and blind forever.

The Spirit also tells the Church, ‘I reprove and discipline (Aquarius) those
whom I love (Leo).’ The one who loves is the Sun, and the Sun is domiciled
in Leo; the one who chastens is Saturn, but also Uranus, for the coming of
Uranus is accompanied by great upheavals, and both planets are domiciled in
Aquarius. If heaven, which loves us, chastens us, it does so through the
circumstances and events of our destiny which is ruled by Saturn. When we
feel that we are being chastened by Saturn, therefore, we must remember that
it is God who is manifesting himself through Saturn. [Saturn is the planet of
the sephirah Binah, and Binah is ruled by the twenty-four elders, the lords of
destiny. See also the following chapter.] If we want to be loved, we must





Chapter Seven
The twenty-four elders and

the four living creatures
‘After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first

voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here,
and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the
spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! And
the one seated there looks like jasper and cornelian, and around the throne is
a rainbow that looks like an emerald. Around the throne are twenty-four
thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed in white
robes, with golden crowns on their heads. Coming from the throne are
flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of the
throne burn seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God; and in
front of the throne there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal.

‘Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living
creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living creature like a lion,
the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with a face like
a human face, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. And the four
living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and
inside. Day and night without ceasing they sing, “Holy, holy, holy, the Lord
God the Almighty, who was and is and is to come.”’

Revelation 4:1-8
 

St John’s visions, first of the twenty-four elders seated on the thrones and
then of the four living creatures, cannot be understood unless one is familiar
with the cabbalistic Tree of Life, the sephirotic Tree.1 A door was opened in
heaven, and the voice that had already spoken to St John now told him,
‘Come up here’. The description of the twenty-four elders that follows
reveals that St John was raised to the third sephirah, Binah, the sephirah to
which is attached the angelic order of the aralim, which are known in the
Christian religion as the ‘thrones’. After this he has a vision of the ‘four
living creatures’, and his description of what he sees makes it clear that he
had been taken up to the level of the first sephirah, Kether, to which is
attached the angelic order of the seraphim, the hayot ha-kadosh. St John,
therefore, was transported in the spirit to the most sublime heights of
creation.



St John tells us that the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures
stand before the throne of God, blessing him and singing his praises, but he
neither describes God nor even names him. He simply says, ‘There in heaven
stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! And the one seated there looks
like jasper and cornelian’. The only way to convey an idea of God is to use
an image of light: flashes of lightning proceeded from the throne and seven
lamps burned before it: seven lamps that represent the seven spirits of God.

This imagery is also found in the Zohar, in which we read: ‘There are
seven lights in the Most High, and there lives the ancient of ancients, the
secret of all secrets, the hidden of all the hidden ones: ain soph.’ Ain soph
(meaning limitless, without end) or ain soph aur (limitless light) is the name
that cabbalists use for the absolute Godhead, the most sublime quintessence
of the Deity, and the seven spirits are the seven lights or rays: red, orange,
yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet.2 The colours of the spectrum have
symbolic value: they represent the first differentiation of primordial Light,
God. It is because light can be split up into seven colours that seven is the
number of wholeness, totality, and there are many mentions of this number in
Revelation: the seven Churches, seven seals, seven lampstands, seven stars,
and so on.

 







feeling escapes them. Their function is to reward or punish human beings
according to their merits. The destiny of a human being in the next world,
after death, or in a later incarnation depends entirely on their decrees, and
their decrees are irrevocable. This is why it is the twenty-four elders who
proclaim, ‘We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty, who are and who were,
for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. The nations raged,
but your wrath has come, and the time for judging the dead, for rewarding
your servants, the prophets and saints and all who fear your name, both
small and great, and for destroying those who destroy the earth’.

The four living creatures that dwell in the sephirah Kether, on the other
hand, are the four principles of matter. The absolute God is an entity that
cannot be conceived or grasped by humans; we can only know him through
his manifestation, and the manifestation of God is the matter that he has
brought forth from his own Being. Matter is divine in origin, and on this
sublime level of purity and subtlety it is inconceivable and incomprehensible
to humans, for it is one with the Spirit. It is this primordial matter that is
symbolized by the four living creatures, the roots of the four elements. The
calf represents earth; the eagle, water; the human, air, and the lion, fire. These
are the same creatures that were seen by Ezekiel in his vision. They are so
highly exalted that they are entrusted with the task of glorifying the Lord.
Night and day the Lord is glorified by the seraphim who repeat without
ceasing, ‘Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty, who was and is and is
to come.’ They themselves are called holy, and they never cease praising the
holiness of the Lord.

Why is it that the highest form of praise that any of the Creator’s creatures
can offer him is to proclaim his holiness, his sanctity? Of course, in common
parlance, the words ‘saint’ and ‘sanctity’, ‘holy’ and ‘holiness’ have been
used so indiscriminately that their true significance has been lost. Sanctity is,
in reality, a quality of light. There are words in some Slavic languages that
express exactly this correspondence. In Bulgarian, for example, svetia means
a saint and svetost means sanctity, while svetlina means light, and suet means
the world. The link between sanctity and light is obvious. Sanctity, therefore,
is par excellence the attribute of God, because he is pure light and it was by
means of light that he created the world.4 A human being can be said to be
holy only to the extent to which he or she possesses the light that shines on
the higher mental plane, that is to say, true intelligence, true wisdom.

The four living creatures represent the four elements, therefore, but you



must not confuse these elements with the elements that constitute our
universe. They are far above and beyond the reach of our five senses or even
of the most sophisticated instruments. The four elements known to us as fire,
air, water and earth are no more than a pale reflection, a crude condensation
of the matter that exists on high in the sephirah Kether. This is why a human
being must have attained an exceptionally high degree of evolution in order
to have access to Kether. Very few have ever reached this level and, of those
who have, most have never been able to reintegrate their physical body. The
sephirah Kether is a region in which all forms cease to exist. This is why
those who attain this level disappear: they are consumed immediately on
contact; they themselves become fire. The few very rare beings who have
returned to earth after attaining Kether, therefore, were only able to do so
thanks to a special grace from heaven which allowed them to absorb an
element that has the property of protecting the physical body.

If St John did not disappear during the ecstasies he describes in
Revelation, it is because he had received that element. The little book that the
angel gave him to eat, saying, ‘It will be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as
honey in your mouth’ symbolizes this element that is capable of preserving
the physical body. The prophet Ezekiel also spoke of a little book that the
angel gave him to eat, and the live coal with which one of the seraphim
touched the lips of Isaiah is also a symbol of that element.

The seraphim, the angels of the four elements, are, therefore, the most
exalted in the angelic hierarchy, and human beings have managed to reach
them only very exceptionally. This is why, when we invoke the angels of air,
water, earth or fire, we can only reach the luminous entities that rule the
physical water, wind, fire and earth of our human experience. You must not
confuse the angels that preside over the four elements of our physical world
with the four great angels that are the very principles of matter. The fire of
our human experience is not true fire; true fire, air, water and earth exist on a
higher plane, and when they intervene on earth they do so through the agency
of intermediate entities under their command. This is why, when St John
describes the cataclysms befalling the world, he shows how the four living
creatures commanded the elements of the physical plane:

‘Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the
four living creatures call out, as with a voice of thunder, “Come!” I looked,
and there was a white horse! Its rider had a bow; a crown was given to him,
and he came out conquering and to conquer. ‘When he opened the second



seal, I heard the second living creature call out, “Come!” And out came
another horse, bright red; its rider was permitted to take peace from the
earth, so that people would slaughter one another; and he was given a great
sword.

‘When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature call out,
“Come!” I looked, and there was a black horse! Its rider held a pair of
scales in his hand, and I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the
four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a day’s pay, and three
quarts of barley for a day’s pay, but do not damage the olive oil and the
wine!”

‘When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living
creature call out, “Come!” I looked and there was a pale green horse! Its
rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed with him; they were given
authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, famine and pestilence,
and by the wild animals of the earth’.

Revelation 6:1-8
 

The four horses with the four horsemen on their backs are a symbol of the
cataclysms ordained by the four great angels of the elements on high, for
these angels are so powerful that the merest sign from them sets in motion
other forces which devastate the face of the earth. Why can’t human beings
understand that everything they do entails certain consequences and that they
cannot continue to transgress the laws of nature and interfere with the work
of the elements with impunity? By their actions as well as by their thoughts
and feelings and their anarchical attitude, they provoke the forces of nature
and, in the long run, these forces react and move to restore order. Nature is
not something inert and insensate, and human beings don’t have the right to
do whatever they please with it. When they exceed the bounds of what nature
is prepared to put up with, it retaliates.5

But if this is true for the earth, it is also true for every individual. If you
are incapable of maintaining harmonious relations with the four elements
within you (with earth, your physical body; water, your heart; air, your mind,
and fire, your soul and spirit), you will be forced to live through great
tribulations. I have already given you methods to use in your work with the
four elements; try to find them and apply them.6 Get into the habit of making
contact with the angels of the four elements, and you will begin to feel that
you are finally entering into the splendour of harmony.





Chapter Eight
The scroll and the Lamb

‘Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll
written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a
mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. And I began to weep
bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and
its seven seals.”

‘Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among
the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.
He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on
the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. They sing a new
song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were
slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe
and language and people and nation…’

Revelations 5:1-9
 

In describing his vision of the four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders, St John disclosed the mysteries of the sephiroth Kether and Binah. His
next vision, that of the slain Lamb standing in the midst of the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders who proclaim that he alone is worthy to
open the scroll, introduces us into the mysteries of the second sephirah,
Chokmah.

Chokmah is the region of Christ, the Son, the second person of the Trinity,
the logos, the Word uttered by the Father in the beginning. All the elements
by means of which the world was created exist in Chokmah, and these
elements are symbolized by the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet.
Chokmah is the cosmic alphabet with which the book of creation was written.
This is why St John says, at the beginning of his Gospel: ‘In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All



things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being’. The Word is Christ, the one who sits at the right hand of the Father. It
is he, the Lion of Judah, [Concerning the link between the lion and the Christ,
see chap. 6.] who has conquered the right to open the scroll; it is he, also,
who appears to St John in the form of a sacrificial Lamb, for the Lamb is
another image of the Christ, the Son of God, sacrificed before the creation of
the world.1

The seven horns of the Lamb are the seven rays, for horns are a symbolic
representation of the light that radiates from the head of a spiritual being.
This is why Moses and other initiates are often depicted with horns.

The Christ is the divine Lamb, the spirit of love that attracts, draws
together and sustains all things. And it is this spirit of love that is the bedrock
and foundation of creation; it is what was sacrificed so that the matter of
creation should be impregnated with the divine fluid of its blood. It is the
unifying bond, the link, the cement that ensures the cohesion of the universe,
that binds together all the atoms, molecules and ‘letters’ of this immense
Book. Everywhere, in the stones of the earth and the stars in the sky, it is this
love that holds the structure together. Love is the most powerful force in the
universe, and this is why love alone is worthy to read the secrets of the
universe.

There is a tradition according to which the archangel Raziel, who is the
archangel of Chokmah, gave Adam the book that contains all the secrets of
the universe but that, after the Fall, it was taken away from him. The
Cabbalah is an attempt to rediscover the secrets contained in that book.

As I have already said, no one can decipher the book of Revelation if they
are not familiar with the initiatic tradition. Alchemy, astrology, magic, the
Cabbalah and even the tarot (the tarot cards comprise a précis of a science
that dates back many thousands of years) are all necessary in order to
interpret the imagery of Revelation.

The second card in the tarot, for instance, known as the ‘high priestess’,
represents a seated female figure with an open book in her lap, which is
partly concealed by a fold of her cloak.2 This open book expresses duality
(the two halves of the book), whereas a closed book is the One, the non-
manifest, the absolute. The open book is Two, the One that has agreed to be
polarized into positive and negative in order to manifest. And it is this
manifestation, this polarization that initiates call nature.

The high priestess holding the open book in her lap, therefore, is mother





Chapter Nine
The hundred and forty-four

thousand servants of God
‘After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,

holding back the four winds of the earth so that no wind could blow on earth
or sea or against any tree. I saw another angel ascending from the rising of
the sun, having the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to
the four angels who had been given power to damage earth and sea, saying,
“Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have marked the
servants of our God with a seal on their foreheads.” And I heard the number
of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed out of
every tribe of the people of Israel:

‘From the tribe of Judah twelve thousand sealed, from the tribe of Reuben
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the
tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve
thousand, from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand sealed.’

Revelation 7:1-8
 

As I have already told you, the interpretation of the book of Revelation
requires a knowledge of various other disciplines: alchemy, astrology, the
Cabbalah, etc. Without this knowledge one would inevitably go seriously
astray. A great many people have believed, and indeed still do believe, that
fire from heaven will, one day, fall on the earth and only the hundred and
forty-four thousand elect will be spared! There are several billion people on
earth – is it possible that only a hundred and forty-four thousand are destined
to escape this dreadful retribution? What torture, what anguish for each of us
to think that we have such a slim chance of being spared! But, once again, we
have to realize that this passage is symbolic, and in order to interpret it we
must call on some notions of astrology.

It says, ‘After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the
earth, holding back the four winds of the earth.’ The four corners of the earth
at which the angels are standing are the four cardinal points of space within
which lies the circle of the zodiac. And the zodiac is represented in this



passage by the twelve tribes of Israel, that is to say, the twelve sons of Jacob
[In the book of Genesis, Jacob is also called Israel.]. Remember the lecture I
gave you, years ago, in which I explained the correspondence between the
twelve labours of Hercules, the twelve sons of Jacob and the twelve
constellations of the zodiac.1

One night, after leaving his father’s house, Jacob lay down on the ground
and slept with his head on a stone. While he was asleep he saw a ladder
between earth and heaven which angels were going up and down. The Lord
stood above the ladder and spoke to Jacob, saying, ‘I am the Lord God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will
give to you and your descendants. Also your descendants shall be like the
dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the
north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth
shall be blessed’. The descendants of Jacob, therefore, are the twelve tribes of
Israel, which make up, symbolically, the people of God, and these twelve
tribes are related to the twelve constellations of the zodiac. The circle of the
zodiac is an image of the totality of space, and within that totality each
constellation has its own well-defined qualities and functions. As I have
already shown you, Jacob’s last words to his twelve sons (Genesis, chapter
49) clearly show the relationship of each one to a particular sign of the
zodiac.

The importance of the number twelve is particularly obvious in this
passage of Revelation. Twelve thousand from each of the twelve tribes were
marked with the seal, giving a total of a hundred and forty-four thousand.
Great importance is attached to the number twelve, also, in the description of
the heavenly Jerusalem at the end of Revelation. The New Jerusalem that
comes down from heaven has twelve foundations and twelve gates guarded
by twelve angels. Its length and breadth are of twelve thousand furlongs, its
walls are one hundred and forty-four cubits, and on its gates are written the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel. There is a close link, therefore, between
the hundred and forty-four thousand elect and the New Jerusalem. They are
two symbolic representations of the perfect life, the first in the form of the
assembly of the servants of God and the second in the form of a city. A city is
a collectivity of individual beings, and in that city each individual can be seen
as a dwelling, a building. This was the notion that Jesus was expressing also
when he said, ‘You are the temple of the living God’.

Those who sincerely wish to make progress will see a vast range of



activities opening before them, activities represented symbolically by the
twelve labours of Hercules, which are also linked to the twelve signs of the
zodiac. Disciples have a long route to run, therefore, but it is a route that will
enable them, little by little, to open the twelve gates [See chap 17-III – The
gates of pearl.] and to transform themselves into the new Jerusalem, the city
of light, in which there is neither darkness nor illness nor death.

And now it is time to look at the question of the ‘seal’: what exactly is the
seal on the forehead, the sign that marks out the righteous? Those who are
chosen, the elect, bear a sign, that is true, but it is not an outward sign
stamped arbitrarily on their foreheads by an angel. All human beings mark
themselves with this sign by means of their own work and their own spiritual
elevation. For, as I have so often told you, everything we do is recorded, and
our actions, feelings and thoughts all leave traces, not only on our
surroundings but also and above all on us. Our whole being is impregnated,
moulded and fashioned by the manifestations of our psychic life. Yes, this is
a law: every time we manifest kindness, justice, patience, love, and so on,
these virtues are engraved within us. In fact, not only are they engraved
within us but they also create, as it were, a magnetic field, attracting
beneficial forces that gather round us for our protection. This is how we can
say that an angel places a seal on our forehead.

The system followed in the divine school is exactly the same as that
followed in the schools of this world: when students pass their exams, they
are given a diploma, which opens the doors of opportunity to them. In the
same way, when you pass the tests of life successfully you receive a diploma,
but that diploma is not written on paper like those you get at a university,
which can fade or be torn, burned or stolen. The diploma you receive from
this school is written on the subtle plane, on your face, on your body, on your
whole being, and no one can ever take it away from you. In fact, the spirits of
nature recognize,2 appreciate and welcome you, because they can read what
is written on your diploma, and wherever you go they see it and hasten to
help and protect you. Yes, it is this living diploma of powerful, luminous
emanations that is the seal that marks the forehead of the servants of God.

So it is quite useless to worry about whether or not you will be one of the
hundred and forty-four thousand elect! The only thing you have to do is
work. The grace of God does not fall by chance on just anybody, only on
those who have earned it through their spiritual work.3

 





Chapter Ten
The woman and the dragon

‘A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with
the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was
pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony of giving birth.
Then another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven
heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His tail swept down a
third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. Then the dragon
stood before the woman who was about to bear a child, so that he might
devour her child as soon as it was born. And she gave birth to a son, a male
child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was
snatched away and taken to God and to his throne; and the woman fled into
the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, so that there she can
be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.’

Revelation 12:1-6
 

This text can be compared to the passage in Genesis in which the serpent
succeeds in tempting Eve to sin by eating the forbidden fruit. In the
symbolism of the sephirotic Tree of Life, Eve, the feminine principle,
corresponds to the sephirah Yesod, the Moon (see the Tree of Life). Now, the
region of Yesod is immediately next to that of Malkuth, the Earth, and if it is
not very closely allied to Tiphareth, the Sun, it will be open to the influence
of terrestrial and even subterranean forces, for under the earth dwell the
kliphot, the dark sephiroth, the forces1 of evil symbolized by the serpent or
dragon. This is what happened to Eve: if the serpent, which had crept up to
her, succeeded in seducing her, that is to say, in dragging her down to its own
subterranean regions, it was because she was not closely united to Tiphareth,
the Sun.2

We can see that the woman described by St John, on the other hand, has
succeeded in rising above Yesod, for she has the moon under her feet, and
that she has reached the realm of Tiphareth, for she is clothed with the sun.
Also, the crown of stars on her head means that she is bathed in the light
emanating from the first sephiroth. Standing before that woman is a dragon
with ten horns (the ten dark sephiroth, also known as the kliphot), and seven
heads (the lower manifestations of the seven planets) crowned with seven
diadems. The dragon represents the reverse side of the Tree of Life. There are



princes of darkness just as there are princes of light, and this is why the
dragon wears the seven diadems. But for all its great might, it is unable to
triumph over the woman crowned with stars: in contrast to Eve, she escapes
its clutches.

As we have seen, the woman is pregnant and the dragon is waiting for her
to give birth so that it can devour her child. Symbolically, this child
represents the coming of a new era, while the dragon represents the forces of
darkness, which oppose this new era because they oppose the evolution of
humankind. This is why they are lying in wait to devour the child as soon as
it is born. The same idea is expressed in a later passage, which describes the
great whore sitting on the scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horns like
the dragon. The symbolism is the same: the world of darkness (represented
by the demonic sephiroth and the great whore) wages war against the world
of light (represented by the higher sephiroth and the woman with the crown
of stars).

Perhaps you are wondering why the figure of a woman is involved in both
instances. The answer is that it is the feminine principle that holds the key to
material realization, whether of good or of evil. The function of woman is to
bring children into the world, but a ‘child’ can also be a materialization on
another plane, on the psychic or spiritual plane, for the same laws apply on
all planes. It is in woman’s nature to emanate particles of a very subtle nature,
an etheric form of matter, which can be used to incarnate, give a body to,
ideas and plans.

It is up to women, therefore, to choose which ideas they want to see
materialized. On the forehead of the great whore is written a name: ‘Babylon
the great, mother of whores and of earth’s abominations’. This image of the
whore with the inscription on her forehead makes very clear the nature of the
designs she was bent on carrying out. Do the women of the world want to
ally themselves with her in carrying out those designs? They must realize
that, depending on the direction they choose, the salvation or the destruction
of humankind is in their hands. Yes, women must become conscious of their
immense power and understand that, just as there is only one woman in the
higher world of archetypes, cosmic woman, clothed with the sun and
crowned with stars, so they too have the power to unite to form one woman
and bring into the world the new life symbolized in Revelation by the descent
of the heavenly Jerusalem.

So many religious, spiritual men have shunned and despised women





Chapter Eleven
Archangel Michael
casts out the dragon

‘And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the
dragon. The dragon and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and
there was no longer any place for them in heaven. The great dragon was
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world – he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him.’

Revelation 12:7-9
 

The dragon is the name that tradition has always given to the cosmic
principle of evil. This collective entity has also been depicted as an army of
rebellious angels who rose up against God under the influence of their leader,
Lucifer. It is this army of evil that is opposed by the heavenly hosts under the
leadership of the archangel Michael.

Why Michael? Tradition tells us that when Lucifer declared himself to be
God’s equal and attempted to dethrone him, another archangel stood up to
him and cried out against such pride, saying, ‘Mi (who) ka (like) El (God)?’
that is to say, ‘Who is like God?’. From then he was called Michael and
placed at the head of the heavenly hosts. In the sephirotic Tree of Life,
Michael is the archangel of the sephirah Tiphareth, the sephirah of the sun,
the light that opposes darkness.

There have always been men in the world who have had the courage to
throw themselves into a struggle to the death against the dragon, but to this
day none have vanquished it, for this battle is not the province of human
beings: they have neither the stature, nor the breadth of vision, neither the
power nor the methods required to defeat the dragon. Only a heavenly entity,
the archangel Michael, is capable of conquering the dragon. All those who
have set out to make war against evil have themselves been vanquished, for
evil is an extremely powerful cosmic force. It is a mistake to think, as some
have done, that the powers of evil are as great as those of good and that the
Devil is strong enough to stand up to God forever.1 No, but where human
beings are concerned it is true: the Devil is invincible.

You will ask, ‘But does this mean that there is nothing we can do?’ No,
there is something you can do: you can enrol every day in the army of good,





Chapter Twelve
The dragon pours water

after the woman
‘So when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he

pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. But the woman
was given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she could fly from the
serpent into the wilderness, to her place where she is nourished for a time,
and times, and half a time. Then from his mouth the serpent poured water like
a river after the woman, to sweep her away with the flood. But the earth came
to the help of the woman; it opened its mouth and swallowed the river that
the dragon had poured from his mouth.’

Revelation 12:13-16
 

The book of Revelation says that the woman was rescued from the dragon
by being given two wings of a great eagle and, as we know, tradition has
always seen a symbolic opposition between the dragon or serpent, which
crawls on the ground, and the eagle, which flies to great heights in the sky.
[Symbolically, the scorpion (the lower aspect of the eagle) has the same
meaning as the serpent or the dragon. See Complete Works, vol. 11,
chap.19.]

In an attempt to capture the woman, the serpent ‘poured water like a river
after the woman, to sweep her away with the flood’. This flood of water has
nothing to do with physical water; it represents the dragon’s forces and
energies. Water is a symbol of life; the currents of energy flowing through
the universe are pictured as water, a fluid that sustains and nourishes life. The
dragon is a fallen creature, that is true, but, like every other creature, he still
possesses life, and the flood of water poured from his mouth is the expression
of that life. Whether pure or polluted, water always represents life, and
whether that life is divine or angelic, human or demonic, it is still life.1

The image that can best help us to understand this idea is that of a river. A
river flows sometimes for thousands of miles from a source high up in the
mountains until it reaches the sea. The water that bubbles out of a spring is
crystal clear, delicious and nourishing, but little by little, as it descends into
the plain, it flows through different regions, picking up all the dirt and
pollutants of those regions on the way. By the time it reaches the sea,
therefore, it has become a liquid fit only to water your garden and provide a



breeding ground for all kinds of micro-organisms.
In the same way, the river of life gushes, pure and sparkling, from the

throne of God and flows down through all the regions of the universe
nourishing and watering their inhabitants: the seraphim, the cherubim, the
thrones, dominations, powers, virtues, principalities, archangels, angels and
ishim or beatified souls (the prophets, great Masters and initiates).2 But when
this powerful torrent descends even lower and reaches the region of ordinary
human beings, exactly the same thing happens as with a river on earth that
descends from the mountains to the plains and is polluted by the human
beings living along its banks.

On the mental and astral planes, just as on the physical plane, human
beings unwittingly pollute this great river of life, until it is no better than a
swamp of stagnant water made filthy by everything people throw into it, all
the emanations of their lower instincts, all their spite and resentment, all their
unbridled lust and greed. And we all have to swallow this filthy,
contaminated water. But, whether pure or polluted, the life that comes from
God is still life, even when it descends into the subterranean regions to
nourish their inhabitants. If the entities that we call demons did not have this
water of life to drink, how could they continue to exist?

The two opposite ends of the river, the source up in the mountains and the
mouth down on the sea coast, represent the two poles of psychic life: the
superconscious and the subconscious, heaven and hell. For the ocean has
traditionally been given many different symbolic meanings and, because of
its unorganized, chaotic nature and its unplumbed depths, one of the things it
symbolizes is the birthplace and feeding ground of the forces of darkness, of
such malevolent entities, for instance, as the Leviathan, the sea monster
mentioned in the Book of Job.

The water poured out by the dragon, therefore, represents some of the
forces he expends in his attempt to capture the woman. It is water, it is life,
but it is the lowest level of life. And – and this is also symbolic – that water is
swallowed up by the earth. As you know, on the physical plane, the four
elements can either reinforce or neutralize each other’s action, and this is
equally true on the psychic plane: the earth can absorb negative currents on
the psychic plane as well. This is why I have given you exercises to do with
the earth. When you feel upset, filled with negative forces, you can lie down
on the ground, make a little hole in the soil for your finger and ask the entities
that work there to deliver you from these negative forces.3





Chapter Thirteen
The beast from the sea

and the beast from the land
‘And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads;

and on its horns were ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous
names. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear’s,
and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And the dragon gave it his power and
his throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed to have received a
death-blow, but its mortal wound had been healed. In amazement the whole
earth followed the beast. They worshipped the dragon, for he had given his
authority to the beast, and they worshipped the beast, saying, “Who is like
the beast, and who can fight against it?” The beast was given a mouth
uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise
authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies
against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell
in heaven.’

Revelation 13:1-6
 

‘Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth; it had two horns like
a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first
beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first
beast, whose mortal wound had been healed. It performs great signs, even
making fire come down from heaven to earth in the sight of all; and by the
signs that it is allowed to perform on behalf of the beast, it deceives the
inhabitants of earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that had
been wounded by the sword and yet lived; and it was allowed to give breath
to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast could even speak and
cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. Also it
causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to
be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell
who does not have the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of
its name. This calls for wisdom: let anyone with understanding calculate the
number of the beast, for it is the number of a person. Its number is six
hundred and sixty-six.’

Revelation 13:11-18
 



When the dragon was vanquished by the archangel Michael and his
cohorts, he was cast down to earth and to the sea: ‘Woe to the earth and the
sea, for the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows
that his time is short!’ And on earth his power is reinforced by the two beasts
that rise, one from the sea and the other from the earth, for the sea and the
earth symbolize a region that has not yet been visited and organized by the
spirit, that is to say, the region of a human being’s lower nature.1

Initiatic Science teaches that there is a cosmic entity of evil known
variously as Satan, Lucifer, the Dragon, etc., and that there is also a reservoir
of dark, evil forces formed by the accumulation of the evil thoughts, feelings
and actions of human beings. These reservoirs are known as ‘egregors’. Of
course, just as there are egregors of darkness, there are also egregors of light
formed by the good thoughts, feelings and actions of human beings.
Clairvoyants who have seen the egregors of evil describe them as having the
form of ferocious beasts. The beasts that rise from the sea and the earth are
the egregors of evil. The dragon gives his power to these beasts, and they, in
turn, reinforce the power of the dragon by persuading the inhabitants of the
earth to worship him and to blaspheme against the name of God.

St John says that the number of the beast that came out of the earth is 666,
and this number has given rise to all kinds of interpretations. So many
commentators, instead of trying to understand the symbolism of this number,
tried anxiously to identify the historical character, doctrine or ideology it
represented. The suppositions have varied, of course, with the centuries, and
at different times 666 has been taken to represent Nero, protestantism,
Napoleon, Hitler, communism, etc. But, in reality, this number is a symbol:
three times six, the number six in the three worlds.

The only way to understand the number six is to study it in relation to the
number five. Five is the number of the human being with outstretched arms
and legs, the human being as represented by the five-pointed star, the
pentagram. Five represents those humans that have freed themselves from
their animal nature, which is symbolized by a tail. Six, therefore, is the
number of the animal. You can see from this how important it is for disciples
to work at establishing the Five within themselves. How can they do this? By
practising the five virtues: wisdom, love, truth, kindness and righteousness.2

 







Chapter Fourteen
The wedding feast of the Lamb

‘Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the
sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out,
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his
bride has made herself ready; to her it has been granted to be clothed with
fine linen, bright and pure” – for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”’

Revelation 19:6-9
 

‘Then I, John, saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.’

Revelation 21:2
 

‘Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven
last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife
of the Lamb.” And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God. It has the glory of God…’

Revelation 21:9-11
 

A great celebration is being prepared in heaven, the celebration of the
marriage of the Lamb. And the Lamb’s spouse is the new Jerusalem. Of
course, most people will be very surprised to read that the spouse is a city.
They are not ready to see things in this way, for how they view marriage and
experience it is so far removed from its deeper reality. True marriage is the
union of the two great cosmic principles, the eternal masculine and feminine
principles, which are the origin and cause of all that exists in the universe.1

Yes, marriage, true marriage as it is understood by the greatest initiates, is
the union of these two great principles, the masculine and the feminine, spirit
and matter. And this union is a work of the spirit on matter to give birth to the
perfect life. Matter is opaque, inert, formless, and the spirit unites with it in
order to bring it to life and make it luminous and expressive. The spirit is so
subtle and elusive that it needs to be joined to something material in order to





Chapter Fifteen
The dragon is bound
for a thousand years

‘Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the
key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. He seized the dragon, that
ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
years, and threw him into the pit, and locked and sealed it over him, so that
he would deceive the nations no more, until the thousand years were ended.
After that he must be let out for a little while.’

Revelation 20:1-3
 

So the dragon has been struck down by the archangel Michael and the
heavenly hosts and now finds himself chained and cast into the bottomless pit
for a thousand years. Later, he will be allowed out again for a little while.
What does this mean? Does it mean that evil will reign once again on earth?
No, because during the thousand years that the Dragon is chained in the pit,
he will not simply be left to his own devices: something will be done about
him. He will be educated; he will have teachers who will put him through a
gruelling apprenticeship; there will even be chiropodists, manicurists and
dentists to file his teeth and claws, to remove his venom and render him
inoffensive! Yes, why not? There are all kinds of underground workshops in
which he will be given special treatments to clean him up a bit. Otherwise,
what would be the point of keeping a dragon shut up for a thousand years?
When he was released he would only create the same devastation and the
same damage as before. You cannot rehabilitate a dragon if you don’t treat
him a bit roughly. This is why some highly skilled educators will be given the
task of taking care of him. They will tell him, ‘Aha, now it’s your turn: you
have tormented human beings for long enough, so now you are going to be
taught a lesson!’

It is contrary to divine wisdom to kill creatures or to allow them to remain
inactive. Cosmic Intelligence tolerates neither sloth nor death, and this is why
it is pre-ordained that, one day, even the most depraved and vicious creatures,
the dragon and demons, will be allowed to return to God. Don’t you believe
me? It is quite true. Human beings are so cruel, they don’t even want the
devils to reform; they think that they should burn in hell for all eternity! No,
no; the Lord intends to reform them and bring them back to himself, but as he





Chapter Sixteen
The new heaven and the new earth

‘And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away.’

Revelation 21:1
 

Why a new heaven and a new earth? If we take this passage literally we
have to wonder whether God has to begin his creation all over again and why.
Have the first heaven and the first earth become obsolete? It might be
conceivable that the earth should get old, for it is, after all, made of materials
that wear out and are subject to rust, and in time it might have to be replaced.
But heaven is supposed to be made of absolutely pure, luminous,
incorruptible, eternal materials. How could it possibly wear out? Also,
Genesis tells us that when the Lord created heaven and earth he looked at
them and ‘saw that they were good’. How could he now find that the earth he
had created was not so good after all, and that he was going to have to make
another one? This does not say much for the perfection of God! Besides,
where would all the inhabitants of the universe, the myriads of angels and
archangels, live while the renovations are going on? What a commotion and
what a lot of problems for the Lord! Well, all that is obviously absurd, so we
have to interpret this text differently.

We have to understand that the word ‘heaven’ means one thing and the
word ‘earth’ means something else. In the language of symbols, heaven
represents the spiritual dimension of the human being, the realm of thought
and concepts, whereas the earth represents the realm of materialization, of
physical realizations. Just as the heaven and earth of the cosmos form a unit,
so the heaven and earth of humans are also one. A ‘new heaven’ means new
ideas, a new perception and understanding, a new philosophy, which
necessarily leads to a ‘new earth’, that is to say, to new attitudes, a new way
of doing things and a new way of living. Our heads are in heaven and our feet
are on earth. The feet walk in the direction indicated by the head; they go
where the head leads them, into terrain that the head has already explored. In
other words, human behaviour, the things people do and the way they do
them, will change in line with the changed head, that is to say, the new
philosophy.

But is this new heaven that God is busy creating really new? No, not



really: it has been there for all eternity, but to human beings it will be new. It
has always been there, but they have never seen it, so when they discover it,
all of a sudden, it will be new to them.

A new heaven and a new earth... – actually, we don’t even know what the
word ‘new’ means. Look at any river: the Seine, the Danube or the Thames.
The name remains the same, but isn’t the water that flows in it always new?
And the same is true of the sun: the sun is the same every day, and yet what
emanates and radiates from it is different at each instant. What is new,
therefore, is life, the content. If you are able to go far enough and high
enough and reach beyond the container to the content, to life itself, then you
will see that everything in heaven and earth is always new.

A new heaven and a new earth, therefore, means that the consciousness of
human beings will rise to a level at which invisible realities that have always
existed will at last become visible to them. The sun has always been there but
most human beings are not aware of it. As long as they never rejoice in the
sun, as long as they never contemplate it and sense that it is a living,
intelligent being, as long as they never feel the desire to resemble it, it means
they have still not discovered it, that they are still in the mildewed, worm-
eaten, obsolete heaven of the past.

Now you must not imagine that you have to wait for some great cosmic
upheaval before you can become aware of this new heaven: you can be a part
of it already, today. Every time you entertain pure thoughts and feelings,
every time you decide to work for a high ideal, you are already in the new
heaven, and this new heaven necessarily leads to the new earth, for those who
embrace a sublime philosophy have to change their behaviour and their way
of doing things. All the methods you are learning here with regard to
nutrition, breathing, work, the creation of children, your relations with other
human beings and with the universe... all this is the new earth. Why not enter
it?1 What are you waiting for?

Unfortunately, it seems that there are not too many candidates, and so we
have the story of the cattle and their new stable all over again. Let me tell you
this story: two brothers had inherited their father’s farm and were dividing
the livestock between them. When it came to dividing the cattle, the younger
brother, who was not very bright and often had strange ideas which he
thought were very wise, said, ‘Let’s build a new cattle shed and, when it’s
finished, we’ll let the cattle choose which one they want to go into. Those
that go into the old shed will be yours, and those that go into the new one will



be mine’. Imagine: a referendum for the cattle! Well, as the elder brother had
no objection to the plan, the new shed was built and, when it was finished,
the cattle were allowed to go to the shed of their choice. Naturally enough,
the whole herd did what they had always done and went into the old shed.
You can imagine how mortified the younger brother was to see that only one
blind old bull chose the new one!

I’m afraid there is a danger of the same thing happening with the new
heaven and the new earth that the Lord is creating. I sometimes feel like
asking him: ‘When you decided to create a new heaven and a new earth,
Lord, did you know the mentality of human beings? What did you hope for?
What did you expect? Look at your new heaven. It’s empty: there’s no one
there!’ Yes, I’m like the old, blind bull. I don’t know why, but I seem to be
the only one choosing the new heaven. Of course, I’m not going to say all
that to the Lord; he knows what he is doing. Perhaps he only wants to see
how many will enter his new heaven and walk on his new earth. As far as I
can see there are not many, and that worries me.

How about you? Are some of you at least going to make the effort to enter
the new heaven, that is to say, accept the new philosophy and put it into
practice? And it is precisely this, the putting it into practice, that constitutes
the new earth. As you see, all this has to be understood symbolically;
otherwise, none of it makes sense. How could heaven and earth disappear to
make room for another heaven and another earth? Heaven will stay as it is
and the earth too (unless human beings destroy it themselves), but it is our
way of thinking and our way of living that has to change.

In another passage in Revelation we read: ‘And behold, there came a great
earthquake; the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like
blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree drops its winter
fruit when shaken by a gale’. And the Gospels tell us that Jesus prophesied
similar events: ‘The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light; the stars will fall from heaven’. And yet our poor little planet is so tiny
that it doesn’t even have room for a star: a single star is thousands of times
bigger than the earth! How could anyone imagine that they will all start
falling on us at once? The stars don’t even know of the existence of this
speck of dust that calls itself earth, whose inhabitants spend all their time
arguing and quarrelling amongst themselves. Why should they suddenly
decide to fall on it? No, put your minds at rest: the stars are not going to fall
from the heavens. But, symbolically, a great many ‘stars’ are going to fall:



these are the stars that shine with earthly glory and have been put on a
pedestal without having done anything to deserve it. With the coming of the
new heaven and the new earth, these stars are going to lose the rank and
renown they enjoy today.

And what about the sun, which is going to be darkened? This sun is the
philosophy that holds sway in the world, a philosophy that, in alienating itself
from true Initiatic Science, has become so exclusively intellectual that it is no
longer capable of solving the new problems of life. It is this sun, to which
human beings have clung for so long, that is going to lose its light.

As for the moon, which represents the realm of religion, it too will lose its
brightness. In other words, the official religions, which are built on false
foundations, on superstition, prejudice and fanaticism, are going to lose all
influence and authority.2

The Gospels also say, ‘They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds
of heaven’. This means that the Christ will come in the thoughts, in the
minds, of men and women. For clouds, which belong to the realm of air,
represent thoughts: their forms, which change ceaselessly under the influence
of the winds, are an expression of the mental world. These, then, are the
prophecies of Jesus and St John, and the sun, the moon, the stars and the
clouds they speak of are not those that we see in the sky: they are symbols of
the corresponding realities in our psyche.

So, now, this is all quite clear: you must not wait for the end of the world,
in the way that Christians have often waited for it. Time and time again we
have been told that the end of the world was upon us – even the exact date
was prophesied. People panicked and prepared for death, but the fatal day
came and went and life went on as before. There were, perhaps, a few
upheavals here and there, but the world has never come to an end. Only eras
have ended. It is important to understand that ‘the world’, in this case, means
an era, and we are constantly living through the last days of one era and the
first days of the next one. And today, too, we are living in the last days of the
world, for a new era is dawning.

Humankind will never entirely disappear. Don’t worry about it: human
beings are very tough; they can survive anything! On the other hand, there
are certainly going to be all kinds of cataclysms and upheavals. We are truly
at the end of an era. This is why you have to get ready to enter the new
heaven and to walk on the new earth.

 





Chapter Seventeen
The heavenly city

‘He showed me the holy city of Jerusalem coming down out of heaven
from God. It has the glory of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like
jasper, clear as crystal. It has a great, high wall with twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels, and on the gates are inscribed the names of the twelve
tribes of the Israelites; on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on
the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city has
twelve foundations, and on them are the twelve names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb.

‘The angel who talked to me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the
city and its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its
width; and he measured the city with his rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length
and width and height are equal. He also measured its wall, one hundred and
forty-four cubits by human measurement, which the angel was using.

‘The wall is built of jasper, while the city is pure gold, clear as glass. The
foundations of the wall of the city are adorned with every jewel; the first was
jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth
onyx, the sixth cornelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And
the twelve gates are twelve pearls, each of the gates is a single pearl, and the
street of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass.

‘I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the
glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the lamb. The nations will walk by its
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will
never be shut by day – and there will be no night there. People will bring into
it the glory and the honour of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it,
nor anyone who practises abomination or falsehood, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.

‘Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more.
But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will







fail to understand that we ourselves are the cross and have to work with that
cross, we shall not make much progress on the path of evolution.

So, as you now understand very well, the new Jerusalem is not a city, and
it is no good thinking that it is going to drop from heaven, as so many
Christians have thought over the course of the last two thousand years. The
new Jerusalem is the symbol of a human being who has worked with the
power of the spirit to transform his or her own matter. And all the
architectural elements described by St John – the foundations of precious
stones, the pearly gates and so on – are also symbolic.

II
The foundations of precious stones

Precious stones are the end result of a tremendous work of transformation
carried out by the intelligence of nature on the raw material that the earth
bears in its womb, as if the earth wanted not only to reflect but also to give
concrete form to the splendours of heaven. This is why all religions have
considered precious stones to be symbols of the divine virtues, and if they
constitute the foundations of the new Jerusalem, it is because the virtues are
the true foundations of our inner life. Precious stones represent the ideal for
which we must strive by transmuting the raw material of our instincts.

How many people have ever understood the lesson contained in precious
stones? All they are interested in is possessing them. For thousands of years,
hundreds of poor, unfortunate wretches have been forced to work in the most
frightful conditions in underground mines to satisfy this craving, while others
have cheated, lied, stolen and murdered to obtain the fruits of their labours.
All this because a handful of the rich and powerful want to show off their
crowns, necklaces, bracelets, rings, tie-pins and cuff-links glittering with
diamonds, rubies, emeralds, etc. I’m sorry to say that all that is a very long
way from the heavenly Jerusalem!

There is no law forbidding you to love precious stones or even to want to
possess some as long as you have the right attitude towards them. ‘And what
attitude is that?’ you will ask. You should see them as a link, a means of
communication with the spiritual world. You should focus your thoughts on
them, on their purity, their colours, their capacity to allow light to pass
through them. Then ask them to enter you and give you all their properties
and virtues, so that your whole being may shine with the light of sapphires,
diamonds, rubies, emeralds and topazes, and so on. This should be our reason
for wanting to possess precious stones: not to use them as ornaments but to



be illumined and nourished by their quintessence.4

III
The gates of pearl

The heavenly city is surrounded by a great, high wall of jasper, and the
city itself is of pure gold ‘transparent as glass’, which means that it has the
transparency and brilliance of light. A wall is a protection. The wall
surrounding the heavenly city is the symbol of a powerful aura surrounding
and protecting a human being, for those who possess a powerful aura are
protected by the radiance of their own light.

The wall is pierced by twelve gates: three to the north, three to the south,
three to the east and three to the west, and St John says that each gate consists
of a pearl. The twelve gates facing the four cardinal points of the compass are
another representation of the twelve signs of the zodiac: Aries, Taurus,
Gemini, etc., and it is through these gates that the currents and forces and
invisible entities at work in the universe enter and influence humans. On
these gates are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel, and we have already seen their correspondence with the twelve signs
of the zodiac.

But did you know that these twelve gates or openings of the universe also
exist in each human being? Where are they? The two eyes, two ears, two
nostrils, the mouth, the two breasts and the navel add up to ten... and I think
that you can find the last two for yourselves. Just as the gates of the zodiac
are places for cosmic influences to pass through, so the gates of our own
physical body also allow forces and spirits to enter us, for men and women
are built in such a way as to be capable of communications and exchange
with the whole universe.

The book of Revelation says that the gates of the new Jerusalem are
pearls; yes, because a pearl catches and retains light on its lustrous surface
and is considered a symbol of purity. For those who have already
accomplished a genuine work of inner purification, the gates of their body
serve to establish communications with the subtle, luminous elements in
space. This is why Revelation also says that an angel stands at each gate, for
an angel is pure energy, and that energy both attracts beneficial influences
and transforms any negative currents that attempt to infiltrate. Angels guard
the doors of all those who have worked to transform their being into the
tabernacle of the living God.

A little later, the text says, ‘I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the



Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the lamb.’
A holy city, a pure physical body, is itself a temple; any other temple is
unnecessary. Even the sun and moon are unnecessary, for, as I have already
explained, the sun symbolizes the intellect and the moon the heart. Those in
whom divine light and love dwell have no more need of the sun or the moon,
of philosophy or religion.

‘Its gates will never be shut by day – and there will be no night there.’
When we are illumined, there is no night. Those who are illumined are
always inhabited by the inner light; even when they are asleep there is no
night for them. Of course, for most people, it is sometimes day and
sometimes night; at one moment they are illuminated and the next moment
they are in darkness. But once true illumination comes, once the Holy Spirit
illumines them, nothing can darken them again.

The names of those who have attained this level of spiritual life are
inscribed in the book of the Lamb. Here, on earth, you may be a member of a
church or a spiritual brotherhood, but that does not necessarily mean that you
will be accepted in the world above, for the earth is, as it were, no more than
an antechamber; it is not the holy of holies. It is much more difficult to gain
acceptance on high; it takes years of striving and hard work, but once you are
accepted your name is written in the register, and you receive the help and
gifts you need from heaven, every day. It is exactly like being registered as a
government employee: you receive a salary and allowances, bonuses, etc.

Jesus said, ‘See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you.
Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice
that your names are written in heaven’.5 Once your name is written in the
book of life, heaven will never forget you – it will always send you strength,
health and joy. You will always feel yourself supported, counselled and
guided and, if there are trials and difficulties that have to be faced up to and
endured, either they will not last so long or you will be given the fortitude to
endure them.

So there you have the true scriptures, the living scriptures. All you have to
do now is make the efforts and sacrifices that will allow you to enter the gates
of the heavenly Jerusalem, for this is the goal, and once you are there you
will be safe!6
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IV
The river of life

The city of pure gold, with its walls of jasper, its gates of pearl and its
foundations of precious stones, has a river flowing through it, ‘the river of the
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city’. Yes, because life is a
flowing, a circulation, a decanting of energies, and the river of life that
springs from the divine Source flows down, watering every region of the
universe.

According to cabbalistic science, this river flows, first of all, into the first
sephirah, Kether. As Kether is filled and overflows, its waters pour into the
following sephirah, Chokmah. Chokmah, in turn, is filled and overflows, and
its waters pour into Binah. When Binah is full, its waters overflow into
Chesed, and so on. From Chesed to Geburah, from Geburah to Tiphareth,
from Tiphareth to Netzach, from Netzach to Hod and from Hod to Yesod the
waters of life flow down to Malkuth, the earth. The sephiroth are sacred
vessels that are constantly filled by the inexhaustible source of life.

It was this river that St John saw in his vision: ‘On either side of the river
is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month;
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations’. Of course, this is
a very strange tree: how can it be planted on both banks of the river and yield
fruit every month? In order to understand these two symbols of the tree and
the river, we have to remember, once again, that the city is an image of a
human being.

 





that flows from the brain (heaven, the divine world), down the length of the
spine and, through the intermediary of the twelve pairs of dorsal nerves and
ganglia (the roots of the tree), irrigates the solar plexus (the tree of life that
grows in the centre of the city). And if this tree produces fruit in each of the
twelve months of the year, it is because it too is related to the zodiac, each
sign of which possesses its own specific properties.

Adam and Eve tasted the fruits of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil in the garden of Eden and became subject to sickness and death. The
fruits of the tree of life, which represent the qualities and virtues of the
constellations of the zodiac, are designed, on the contrary, to heal the nations.
These, therefore, are the fruits that we must eat. In the order in which they
occur in the zodiac, these are: Aries, activity; Taurus, sensitivity and
kindness; Gemini, a taste for study; Cancer, the perception of the invisible
world; Leo, nobility and courage; Virgo, purity; Libra, a sense of cosmic
equilibrium; Scorpio, the understanding of life and death; Sagittarius, the link
with heaven; Capricorn, the domination of self and of others; Aquarius,
brotherhood and universality, and Pisces, sacrifice. These are the qualities of
the fruits of the tree of life. And St John tells us that even the leaves of the
tree served to heal the nations. It is not only the fruits of the tree that possess
beneficial properties, therefore, but even its leaves, flowers and roots. There
is no part of the tree of life that is not useful: its elements are all beneficial
and all capable of working miracles.

In the heavenly city – that is, in the new man and woman inspired by the
new Teaching – these two images, the river and the tree, represent love and
wisdom. The river is love, and the tree growing from its two banks is
wisdom, for wisdom has two banks, and love, which is one, flows between
them. Wisdom is on the outside; it embraces; it is the container. Love, on the
other hand, is on the inside; it is the content.7 This is why the tree straddles
the river. The tree and the river are both in the city and, as love and wisdom,
they are both in every human being who studies and applies the true
Teaching. The new Jerusalem cannot exist unless the river (love) and the tree
(wisdom) both exist. When love and wisdom reign, it will be the kingdom of
God, and there will be no more night, because the light will shine in every
being.

V
The coming of the new Jerusalem

The new Jerusalem, as we have seen, is the paradigm of the perfect life.



This is what I have been talking to you about for years, even if I have not
always mentioned it specifically for fear that you would think, ‘Oh, why this
constant reference to the Hebrew religion?’ But how can anyone fail to see
that, with the beauty and wealth of its symbolism, the vision described by St
John expresses more eloquently than any other the higher life to which we
must aspire. In its proportions, measurements and constituent elements, the
new Jerusalem is a reflection of the cosmic order. It is this order that must be
brought down to earth, and it is we who have to bring it, for it will not happen
otherwise. The kingdom of God can be established on earth, but we must not
imagine that a city is going to drop from heaven just like that, all by itself. If
St John says that it will come down from heaven, it is because, symbolically,
light – that is to say the intelligence and wisdom that make it possible to
organize and harmonize things – always comes from above, from heaven, to
be realized, materialized, on earth.

In reality, therefore, the new Jerusalem is the symbol of the spiritual work
that all human beings must accomplish within themselves. When each one of
us has done this work, the new Jerusalem will descend into the collective
body of humankind. It is coming; it has been on its way for a long time now,
but it needs a great deal of time to become flesh and blood. Day and night,
the spirits of light are at work on human beings, cleansing them of all their
dark, discordant particles and replacing these with other, purer, more
luminous particles that vibrate in harmony with heaven. Thousands of new
Jerusalems are being prepared to join in forming the one new Jerusalem, in
which all human beings will live in brotherhood and peace. And it is in your
best interest to work to become that new Jerusalem, for even if it does not
become incarnate in the world in the form of an ideal society, you can still
enjoy its blessings in your own being. Two thousand years ago, Christ said, ‘I
am coming!’ Was he deceiving us? No; all his predictions have been
accomplished. He has already entered the heart and soul of some. He is in the
process of coming for others and, in the future, he will come for the whole of
humanity.8

The new Jerusalem, therefore, is, first and foremost, humankind.
Secondly, it is the ideal society and, ultimately, it is the true universal church
of God, the church of the spirit and of truth, the church of all the great
initiates. No one can prevent this church from coming, and when it comes all
these things will be explained, everything will become clear, for scripture
tells us that God will dwell in men and women and write his law in their





9 See The Faith That Moves Mountains, Izvor Coll. n° 238, chap. 7: ‘A
religion is only a form of faith’.




