O METFAz ANMOKPY®IXTHZ EAIDPAZ AEBI

Av 0 ué€yag JaoOVOg HUOTNG Kal avaBIWTAG TNG JAYEIAS Kal TwV HUCTIKIOTIKWYV
TIPAKTIKWY oTov 190 alwva KATEIXE TTPAYUATI TO KAEIDI TWV PUOCTIKWY TOU
oupavou Kal TNG ynG, auTd TTaPAMNEVEI QVTIKEIUEVO £p1dag PETagU opBoAoyio-
TWV KAl ATTOKPUQPIOTWV.

To aiyoupo eival TTaviwg TTwG 0 YAAAOG PdyIoTpog UTTAPEE WIa aTTO TIG TTIO
QWTIOPEVEG KOl EUTTIVEUOUEVEG HOPPEG TNG ATTOKPUPOAoyiag Tou 190u aiwva,
OTO Ovopa TnG oTtroiag Trivouv vepd OAol ol avaldnTnTég TNG aAnBeIag TTou
diareivovTal 0TI QWAIAZEI OTO ETTEKEIVA TOU VONTOU KOGHOU.

O AA@bve-Noui KovoTdavt, 0TTwg ATav TO TTpaypatikd tou évoua, PTéNiace
May€ia Kal aTTOKPUPIOHUO BNUIOUPYWVTOG £va EKPNKTIKO Kal IDIaIiTEPA YOVIUO
KPAua, TTAVW OTO OTTOI0 TTATNOAV AiyO-TTOAU OAEG Ol MUCTIKIOTIKEG OEXTEG KAl
T OKOTEIVA TAYMATO TOU OUYXPOVOU KOOPOU. ZTov idlo o@eilouv €¢AAAoOU Ol
OATAVIOTEG TV ONUOPIAECTEPN AvATTAPACTACN TOU TPAYONOP®OU daiova TwV
NaiTwv ITrroTwy, Tou MTTAQONET, TOV OTTOIO TTEPIEYPAYE KAl EIKOVOYPAPNOE TO
1854 0 ENQAG WG o @TEPWTH avOpwTTOuOpPn aiya ue duo oTHON Kal pia
TTEVIAAQA OTO PETWTTO, aTTOKAAWVTAG TV « Mevdriolo Tpayo ». To OKOTEIVO
oUuBoAo Twv Naitwyv TTépace €101 OTOV oUYXPOVOo EAeuBepoTEKTOVIOUO Kal T
GA\a Tayuata, TpIv uloBeTnBei amd Tnv EkkAnoia tou Zatavd kal yivel 1O
TTAé0OV avayvwpioluo oUuBoAo Tou oUyXPOVOU GaTavVIoHUOU.

Méyag yvwoTng Tou 10UddiKoU Kal TOU XPIOTIAVIKOU PUOCTIKIOPOU, 0 KovoTavT
«avayevvnonke» ( f yevvABNKe yia deUTepn Qopd, KaTd Ta AeyOuEVA TOU ) wg
«EN@Ag Aefi» agou pundnke ota puoTApia TG KaptmaAd kar €Bale TOTE
0TOX0 (WNAG VO CUPQPIANIWOEI TNV BPNOKEIQ YE TNV ETTICTAKN Kal TRV OOYUATIKN
ToTN YE TNV AOYIKH).



A@ou kataBubioTnke oTnV aAxnueia, TNV TTAPAdOCIAKN YAYEia KAl TNV aoTPo-
Aoyia kal PEAETNOE TIG UTTEPRATIKEG QANBEIEG TWV PUCTNPIWY TWV apXaiwv
VaWwYV, a@noe KANPOVOoUIA dia IDIAITEPN 1EPOYAMIA ECWTEPICPOU KAl XPIOTIAVI-
KAG TTioTNG TToU €UEAAE va yivel n véa BiBAOG TOU TEKTOVIOUOU Kal TwV ETTIYO-
VWV TWV TTAAAIOTEPWY ZTOWV.

O «TeAeuTaiog payog», OTTWG ATTOKAAEITAI oUuXVd, UTTHPEE OWOTOG OYKOAIBOG
TNG ATTOKPUQPIOTIKAG TTOTNG Kal €vag TTOAUPABAG avBpwTrog TTapd 1a aul-
Aeyoueva knpuyuatd Tou. O diaponTtog AAMioTep KpOouAl yevvrBnke pAAioTa
TNV xpovid TTou TTéBave o AeBi, yI' autd kal 1oxupi{dtav TTavia Ot ATav
METEPMWUXWON Tou YAAAOU puoTn...

Ta mpwTa Xpoévia

O AA@OvG-Noui KovoTavrt yevviétal oTig 8 PeBpouapiou 1810 oto Mapiol wg
TO HOVAXOTTAidI VOGS UTTOdNUATOTTOIOU. AIYACTHEVOG YIA YVwWon Atto PIKPOG KAl
TTAVECUTTVOG KABWG Tav, NBEAE va Pabel ypaupaTa, av Kal n KAKr) OIKOVOUIKA
KATAOoTAON TNG OIKOYEVEIAG OEV ETTETPETTE IBIWTIKG pabAuaTa oto oTriTl. Mapd
TaUTA, O TTATEPAG AVAYVWPIOE TNV £PEON TOU YIOU OTA YPAPUOATA KAl TOV
€oTelNe va QOITAOEI 0 BEOAOYIK) OXOAN], TTPOAEIdivOVTAG £TO1 TO £€DAQPOG WOTE
Va Yivel IEPWPEVOG.

2UVTOUa OUWGS O VEAPOS Ba éviwBe peyaAuTepn €AEN yia Ta OTTOKPUQIOTIKA
d10dyuaTa TNG OXOANG TTaPd YIa TO ETTIONUO €YKUKAIO TTPOYPOUMA TOU IEPA-
TIKOU ogpIvapiou, Bpiokovtag Tov «{wIKO PJayvnTIoPNO» aAAG Kal TIG TTEPIKOTTES
yla ToV ZaTavd oa@uwg TTIo evOIaQEPOUOEG aTTO TIC BeoAoyikéG oTToudEG. Kal
€101 OTPAPNKE, TTAIdI AKOMA, OTN MEAETN TNG PAYEIQS KAl TOU ATTOKPUQPICUOU,
dlaBdadovtag 6,11 ETTEQTE OTO XEPI TOU Kal TNV OXOAR BewpouvTtav amayopeu-
MEVO Kal AIPETIKO.

21N dekaeTia Tou 1830, o KovoTdvt payeutnke atrd éva euydpl paywyv, PE TOV
Aavtpa va IoXupifeTal TTwg gival N YeTevodpkwaon Tou AoudoBikou IZT’ kal Tn
ouduyo va diateivetal OTI gival n PeTEPWUXwon TNG Mapiag Avrouavétag. O
VEAPOG TTIOTEWE OTOV WEUDOTTPOYPNTN KAl £YIVE ATTO TOUG TTIOTOTEPOUG OKOAOU-
Boug Tou, BouTwvTag £TO1 KOO TTEPICTOTEPO OTN PAYEIQ KAl TOV ECWTEPICHO.
Ki €101, TTapda 10 yeyovog OTi Tov AekéuBpio Tou 1835 xeipoTovhBnke dIAKOGS Kal
nrav TAéov PEAOG Twv PevedIKTivwy povaxwy, €ixe AdN atrogacioel 0Tl Ta
IEPATIKA Au@Ia dev ATAV YI' QUTOV.

A@ou éypaye pia ogipd atmd eAdoocova Beoloyikd épya petatu 1839-1844,
MTTAEXTNKE OTNV divn TWV KATAIYIOTIKWY TTOMITIKWYV €¢eAiEewv: 0 NatToAéwy [,
META TNV etravdoTaon Tou 1848, ekAéyetal Tpdedpog NG B’ MaAAIKAG Anpo-
KpaTiag kal o KovoTavt avTIHETWTTICEl KUPWOEIC. 'ExovTag €yKaTaAEiWEl TN
Beoloyia, agopiletal atrd TNV EKKAnCia yia TIC apioTePES TOU aTTOWEIG OAAG
Kal TIG AIPETIKEG TOUu dIOACKAAIEG, TNV idIa wpa TTou Ba pPIXTEI TNV QUACKN yia
Ta avaTPETTIKA ypaTrTd Tou. [Micw ammd Ta kaykeAa Ba BpeBei pdAioTa AAAeC
U0 POPEG OTA XPOVIO AUTA TNG TTONITIKAG avaTAPAXNG. ..



H yévvnon tou EAipag AeBi

To 1846, 36 €Twv, 0 KovoTavrt tTavipeveTal pia 18xpovn KOTTEAQ Kal ATTOKTA
éva TTaidi, To otroio Ba TTeEBAvel WOTOOO O TPUPEPH NAIKIa. ATTOLEVWHUEVOG
TWPA atrdé TNV oUuluyo Kal BuBiopévog oTo TTEVBOG, TO Ceuydpl Xwpilel To 1853
kKal o Kovotavt Byddel o tevixpd TTpog 10 {nv £pyalOuEvVOg WG dnuoaio-
YPA®POG. INa va ocupttAnpwvel TO €100dNUA Tou, TTapadidel JaBAPOTA ATTOKPU-
@IONOU KOl WG MUOTNG TTIO TOU E0WTEPIOHOU UI0BeTEl TO « EMNIQAG AeBi », TTOU
dev ATav TITTOTE GAAO QTTO TNV HETAPPAcn ToU ovouatog Tou ( AAQOVOOG
N\oudofikog ) oTa eBpaikd.

Tov Mdio Tou 1854, Ba petakopioel oto Aovdivo, ekei TTou avBouoav ol Jaoo-
VIKEG 2TOEG Kal Ba utTopouce va BpPEl O TMOTO aKPOATAPIO YIa TNV ATTOKPU-
@10TIKA d1daokaAia Tou. MNapd 10 yeyovog OTl dev £xel ypdwel akoua Ta dlapo-
NTa CUYYPAUPATA TOU TTOU Ba Tov €Kavav YVwOoTO OTA TTEPATA TOU PUCTIKIOTI-
KOU KOOUOU, N @riun TOU TTPONyouvTaV WG 0 PEYAAUTEPOG YAAAOG HAYIOTPOG
META TOUG TEAETAPXES TwV Naitwy ITTmoTwy ! 210 Aovdivo Ba ouvdebei pe TTpo-
BeBANPEVES TTPOOWTTIKOTNTEG TNG KOIVWVIAG KAl JEOW TNG TOTTIKAG 2TOAG Ba
KAvel upnAég dlaocuvdéoelg, Kabwg OAol avayvwpilav TIG BaBUTATEG YVWOEIG
TOU OTN MAyEia, TOV ECWTEPICPO, TNV ACTPOAOYIA KAl TOV «{WIKO PMayvNTIOUO».
O1 Bpetavoi PodooTaupol £mmivav Adn vepd oTto dvoud Tou Kal ATavV aKpIBwWG
auToi TTou Ba Tov wBoucav va arrabavaTticel T PJUCTIKIOTIK cogia Kal ThV
TIVEUUATIKI TOU avayévvnon oT1o XapTi. To « Adyua kai Tutmko 1A YwnAng
Mayeiag » (1855) cival To TTPWTO TOU PEYAAO TTOVNUA OTOV PUCTIKIOWO, TO
OTT0I0 METAPPAETAI AQUECWS OTA QyYAIKG Kal yivetal T0 véo EuayyéAio Twv
PoddéoTaupwyv Kal Twv AAAWV aTTOKpUPWVY TayuATwy TNG BpeTaviag.

2TNV TTPWTN Tou auTh emmiokewn oTnv AyyAia o1 Tnyéc BéAouv Tov Aefi va
QOXOAEITAI UE TNV VEKPOMAVTEIQ, EYKAIVIACOVTAG £TOI MIA OKOTEIVA evaoXOAnon
TToU Ba £€31ve TTPOOBEUTIKA TN B€0N TNG OTA TTIO OKOTEIVA TTOVIUATA TOU.

O yAaAAog payioTpog dev PIAOUOE WOTOOO YpPI ayyAIKA Kal eV PITTOPOUCE £TOI
va TTapadidel yadnuarta, Ye To €1000nNudG Tou va TTapauével TTevixpd. Kai oav
va unv €QTave autd, N aTTOyorTEUOT) TOU Kopuwonke ( OTTwg diapapTupETal
OTa YPATITA TOU ) OTaV 01 EAcUBEPOTEKTOVEG Kal OI GAAEG OEXTEG TOU {nToucav
va Kdvel BavpaTta kal va atrodeifel EUTTPAKTA OTIC TEAETOUPYIEG TOUG TIG
MayIKEG TOU 1010TNTEG!

Mapd TNV opyn TOU, CUMPWVNOE KATTOIA OTIYMN, ETTEITA ATTO TIG IKETIEG APIOTO-
KPATIOOOG ATTOKPUQIOTPIAg, va KaAEéoegl TO TTveuua Tou €AAnva veotruBayo-
peiou @IAocd@ou ATToAAWvVIou ToU Tuavéa, TTou oI APES BEAouV eTTiong pdyo
Kal TTPO@ATN ToU apxaiou kOopou. O AeBi dAAwOoE TTWG TTOTE dEV €ixe aTTO-
TTEIPaBEi TTPOOKANCN TIVEUPATOG Kal TTEPACE TPEIG EBOOPADdES TTPOETOINALO-
MEVOG YIa TNV UTTEPPUOIKI CUVAVTNON, JE vNOTEiES Kal 10IKA dlaTpo@r).

To TeAeTOUPYIKO EAaPE XWpPa O€ £vav €10IKA OXEOIOOUEVO « VAO » KOl XAPOKTN-
pioTnke atmdé tov 12wpo diaAoyIiopud Tou PUOTH, OTav TO £0A@Og APXIoE VA
TPEMPEI KAl T TIVEUPATA VA KATOKAUCOUV TOV XWPO.



Otav paAiota 10 @avracua tou ATToAAWVIOU Ayyige TO TEAETOUPYIKO OTTaBi
Tou EAIQAG, ekeivog AimroBuunoe atré Tov @O0 Tou.
H tpavrh auth eTTideIign Twv payikwyv Tou I810TATWY Tov atmdAAage atmd KaBe
GAAN a1TédEIgN TNG UTTEPPUOIKAG DUVANNG TOU, apoU TO YEYOVOG KUKAOPOPNOE
o€ KABe paooviky otod Eupwtng kal AYEPIKAG !
O idlog katadikace TOTE TNV XPNON TWV TTAPAPUOIKWY QUTWV TTEIPAPATWY
OTNV OTTOKPUQIOTIKI AQTpEia XapakTnpifovriag Ta €TmKivOuva TOOO yia TNV
NBIKr 600 Kal TN CWHPATIKA UyEia Tou TTIoToU.
O EN@Gg emméoTpewe oTo Mapiol Tov AuyouoTo Tou 1854 xwpi¢ @pdyko oTnv
TOETTN TOU. Tov QIAogevouoE £€TEPOG PUOTNG TNG MaAAiag oTo OTTiTI TOU, KABWG
OV UTTOPOUCE VA TTANPWVEI VOIKI.
Mapda 10 yeyovog Opwe OTI oTnV AyyAia dev €ByaAe Ta Xpriuata TToU UTTOAOYI-
Ce, N @riUN TOU €iXe yIyavTwOei Kal Twpa apETpnTol YAANoI pabnTég KaTé@Tavav
OTO KATWQAI TNG OIKiag TToU ToV QIAOEEVOUTE YIO VO TOUG MUNCEN PJE TO alnui-
WTO OTA MUCTIKA TOU 10UdAIKOU YUOTIKIOMOU ( KauTtraAd ).
Tov Mdio Tou 1861 o EAMipdag emméotpeywe oto Aovdivo Kal n véa Tou auTth
TTapapovh €ueive BpuAIKn, KaBwg Bpnke Tn 6€on TnG otn «BacoiAiki Maooviki
EykukAoTTaideia», T0 atTOKpU@IoTIKO «EuayyéAlo» Tou nyétn Twv PoddoTau-
pwyv, KéveB Makévll. XapakTnpioTIKA ava@époupe OTI To diaponTo EpunTiko
Taypa NG Xpuong AuyAg TTou 10puBnke Aiyo apydtepa TTatnoe mTavw oTa
Knpuyuata Tou EAQdg AeBi. 210 xpovikd paAioTta Tng ocuvavrnong Makévdl kai
EANQAG, TTou £k06ONKE aTTd TOV TTPWTO, TTEPIYPAPOVTAI Ol Bewpieg Tou YAAAou
MUOTN YIa TOV CUPBOAICHO TWV TPpaTTouAOXapTwy Tapd, Ta oTroia pJeAETOUOE
dlaxpovikd o EANpdg. Mapd 10 yeyovog Ot o F'AAAog dev Eypaye TTOTE BIKO TOU
Tovnua yia Ta Tapd, ol TTETTOIBACEIS TOU YIa TA PAYIKA TPATTOUAOXOPTA OTO
BiBAio Tou Makévdl Eyivav dlaxpovikh avagopd Twv Tapd Kai atmoTeAolv Tnv
KUpPIO £ENYNTIKN YPAUUA akOua Kal OruEPQ.
EmoTpépovtag otnv MaAAia, apxioe n MO TTApAywYIK CUYYPAPIKH TOU TTEPIO-
d0¢, TTou Ba Tov evOPOVICE OTNV KOPUPNA TWV PEAETNTWY TOU E0WTEPIOUOU KOl
NG Mayeiag .

Mepikd a1Td Td €pya TOU €ival :
« To KAe1di Twv MeydAwv MuoTtnpiwv », « O1 Meioveg KAgideg kal Z@payideg
TOU ZoAopwvTta »,« H BiBAog ¢ EAcuBepiag », n « lotopia ¢ Mayeiagy, «To
BiBAio TAg AautrpdtnTagy», «Ta Mapddota T\¢ YwnAng Emotiung», «To Méya
AméppnTto», « To BiBAio Twv Zoewv », « H Epuntikh kai KautraAioTiky Epun-
veia Tou Opdauartog Tou MNpogniTtou leCekinAy», « H Epuntikn kai KauyTraAioTIKn
Epunveia I¢ ATTokaAuwewg Tou lwdvvou Tou EuayyeNIoToU » K.4.
Méxpi Tov BavaTtoé Tou, oTig 31 Maiou 1875, o peydAog puoTtng {ouoe TTa AveTn
Cwn atrd TNV atmAXNoN TWV ATTOKPUPICTIKWY CUYYPAPUATWY TOU aAAG Kal Ta
IOIWTIKA padruarta TTou TTapEdIdE. APKETEG UUCTIKIOTIKEG OEXTEG UIOBETNCAV TN
di1daokaAia Tou kal ato Mapiol 1I6pUBNKE €IBIKO TAYUA APIEPWHEVO OTOV PUOTN:
O « KukAog ENpag AeBi » idpuoe puntikEG 0TV CUAAOYICTIKA TOU €TAIPIEG OTA
TEPATA TOU KOOMPOU, TNPeAdovTag OAa oxedov Ta Tayuarta, ammd toug Podo-
OTAUPOUG PEXPI KOl TOUG EAEUBEPOTEKTOVEG.



Av Kal €Kei TTOU EUEAAE va €XEl TNV PEYAAUTEPN €TTiIdOpaon ATav 0TO EpuNnTIKO
Tayua NG Xpuong Auyng aAAd kai otnv Kartotrivr) EKKAnoia Tou 2aravd, trou
uioBéTnoe Tov « Mevdnaoio Tpdayo » Tou EAIQAG (1o TTaAid oUuuBoAo Twv NaiTwy
ITrTToTWV dNAAdH « MTTAQOUET »).

BAPHOMET

MeTd Tov BAvaTd TOU, O ATTOYEIG TOU YIA TNV PAYEIa Kal TOV TTVEUPATIONO dia-
xUlnkav eupéwg Kal yvwploav KaBoAikA atxnon, Kabwg ¢Ekopav deCUoUg
ME TA TTOAIA. 2ZUPQWVA PE TOUG €PEUVNTEG TOU £PYyoU TOu, N €TTidpacn Tou
EM@QAg Aefi oTOv PUCTIKIONO EyKEITal akpIPws €dw, OTI KAIVOTOPNOE OTNV
OUAANOYIOTIKA TOU Kal Ogv PACICE T OKEWN TOU O€ TTAMIEG QATTOKPUQIOTIKES
oogaoieg kal TTapadedopéva Tayuarta. Kar BERaia n SIKr Tou TTEVTAAQQ €UEANE
Va Yivel TO Kopu@aio cUPBOAO Tou KaKoU aTa ouyxpova Xpovia...

Ooo yia Tov Ewo@opo, dev gival To TTveUpa ToU KaKOU oTn okéwn Tou EAIQAG,
OAAG TO aTTOAUTO TTVEUPA TNG QVTOPOIAg, TO TIVEUUA TNG UTTEPNQPAVEIQG, TTOU
«TTOAEPNOE evAvTIa oTOV @6 Kal Tov eviknog, dI0TI "sipal vIkng@opog" onuaivel
OTI TTOAéunoa evavtiov Tou. O Oebd¢ dev PUTTOPEI va vIKNBEl TTapd povov atro
TOV i00 TOu, Kal 0 io0¢ Tou €ival o id10¢ Tou 0 eauTds. Q Ewo@dpe, ENABEC
a1rd TOUG KOATTOUG TOU O¢oU, Kal 0 Oed¢ o€ KAAeoe KovTd Tou. Eioal n mvon
TOU OTONATOC TOU Kal 0 TTOB0C TNG KapdIAS Tou. Agv dkouoeg dI10TI KaTAAaRES
— Kal dev utTakouoeg B16TI aydTtnoeg. Ad¢a o€ o€va, TTvelua TG vonuoouvng
Kal TNG ayatng, d16TI OTTWG 0 XPIOTOG UTTEPEPE TO PHAPTUPIO TOU OTAUPOU, CU
UTTEQPEPEG TO PAPTUPIO TNG KOAAOEWS. O KOOPOG 0€ KATAPAOTNKE, OTTWG TOV
KATOPAOTNKEG, KI OTTWG KI AUTOG, OUYKATOAEXONKEG OTNV TALN TWV VEKPWV.
1600 Spwg tTou EeTTPoPBAAAEIS aBavaTog AuTpwTAG ayyéAwyv. Kal o XpioTdg, o
OTT0i0G péoa aTov oupavo Tou BaciAevel, eEaKoAOUBEi va gival OTEQAVWUEVOS
M' aykaBia, Ba AdBel atrd Ta xEpia oou €va xpuoo otéuupax («H BiAog Tng
EAeuBepiag»)...



ALPHONSE Louis Constant, French occultist and devotee of Kabbalah, Tarot
Cards, and magic, was born in Paris on February 10, 1810. His father was a
craftsman (shoemaker) who sent Alphonse to the seminary at Saint Nichole
du Chardonnet and later to the seminary of Saint Sulpice, where his interest in
the occult apparently grew during his theological studies. Ordained a deacon,
his priestly ordination was delayed in 1836 when he fell in love with a
catachumen. Despite this he was provided employment within the Church,
first as a supervisor at the College de Juilly, then by the Bishop of Beauvais,
and finally as a preacher in the parishes around the Benedictine abbey of
Solesmes. On aretreat in 1839 he was introduced to the writings of Madame
Guyon and became attracted to feminine mysticism.

After several romantic affairs he married Noemie Cadiot. He drifted towards
Paris and away from ecclesiastical employment becoming a spiritual writer
and revolutionary journalist who fused revolutionary theory with Marian piety.
His Le rosier de mai ou la guirlande de Marie (The rose-bush of May or
Mary’s garland), is a commentary on the Litanies of the Virgin, interpreted as
an allegory of the sufferings of woman in soul and body. Other works include
Des Moeurs et des Doctrines du Rationalisme en France (Of the Moral
Customs and Doctrines of Rationalism in France, 1839), L'Evangile du Peuple
(The Gospel of the People, 1840), La Mére de Dieu (The Mother of God,1844)
and La Bible de la Liberté (The Bible of Liberty published in 1841). The latter
resulted in brief prison terms, which he shared with Félicité de Lamennais. In
1851 he collaborate with the Abbé Migne (1800-1875) on the Dictionnaire de
littérature chrétienne (Dictionary of Christian literature). His failed marriage,
the departure of his wife, the failure of the 1848 revolution, and the rise of
Napoleon 1l appear to have depressed him and catalyzed his deepening
fascination with the occult. During this period he met the mathematician and
astronomer Hoéne Wronski, who claimed to have discovered a universal key
for the understanding of all physical and metaphysical mysteries.

Constant came to believe that occultism provided an interpretive key to the
Sacred Scriptures and the history of both humanity, the cosmos, and the
human soul.



He also saw it as an antidote to the post-Enlightenment materialism He now
styled himself “Eliphas Levi” which he considered the Hebrew equivalent of
his name, and began studying the occult in earnest. In the hermetic literature,
Kabbalah, ancient and medieval magic and and in the Tarot he sought a
perennial, hidden wisdom.
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Christianized Depiction of Kabbalah||Kabbalah Sephiroth-Tree correlated
Sephiroth-Tree with Triumph Cards of the Tarot

Unfortunately, he never formally studied Hebrew, and thus made frequent
simple grammatical and exegetical errors in his interpretation of Kabbalah.
The remainder of his life was spent studying and teaching esoteric literature
and experimenting with the occult. He undertook two journeys to England
where he met with similarly-enthusiastic students and practitioners of
esotericism, who regarded him as a sage and accomplished “magus”. His




principal works were The History of Magic and Dogme et Rituel de la Haute
Magie in 1855, later translated into English by Arthur Edward Waite of the
Golden Dawn as Transcendental Magic, its Doctrine and Ritual.

Pantaclo des lettres Kabbalistiques, Clé du Tarot,
Jdu Sepher Jozirah ot du Sohar.

“The Absolute Pentagram”||“Cabbalistic Tarot Card Pentacle”
Dogme et Rituel de la Haute Magie Dogme et Rituel de la Haute Magie

The introduction to this book summarizes Constant/Levi's convictions:

Behind the veil of all the hieratic and mystical allegories of ancient
doctrines, behind the darkness and strange ordeals of all
initiations, under the seal of all sacred writings, in the ruins of
Nineveh or Thebes, on the crumbling stones of old temples and on
the blackened visage of the Assyrian or Egyptian sphinx, in the
monstrous or marvellous paintings which interpret to the faithful of
India the inspired pages of the Vedas, in the cryptic emblems of
our old books on alchemy, in the ceremonies practised at
reception by all secret societies, there are found indications of a
doctrine which is everywhere the same and everywhere carefully
concealed”.



Necromancer Conjuring a Spirit

HIS beliefs and practice are well-illustrated by his autobiographical description
of his magical attempt during his first visit to England in to summon and
guestion the spirit of the ancient philosopher, Appolonius of Tyana. He was
encouraged to do this and provided with the necessary apparatus by a
wealthy devotee who wished to complete her initiation into one of the then-
burgeoning esoteric orders:

She showed me a collection of magical vestments and instruments,
lent me some rare books which | needed; in short, she determined me
to attempt at her house the experiment of a complete evocation, for
which | prepared during a period of twenty one days, scrupulously
observing the rules laid down in the thirteenth chapter of the “Ritual”
[i.e. of his book, Transcendental Magic, its Doctrine and Ritual.]

The preliminaries terminated on 2nd July; it was proposed to evoke
the phantom of the divine Apollonius and interrogate it upon two
secrets, one which concerned myself and one which interested the
lady. She had counted on taking part in the evocation with a
trustworthy person, who, however, proved nervous at the last
moment, and, as the triad or unity is indispensable for Magical Rites, |
was left to my own resources. The cabinet prepared for the evocation
was situated in a turret; it contained four concave mirrors and a
species of altar having a white marble top, encircled by a chain of
magnetized iron. The Sign of the Pentagram, as given in the fifth
chapter of this work, was graven and gilded on the white marble
surface; it was inscribed also in various colours upon a new white
lambskin stretched beneath the altar. In the middle of the marble table
there was a small 1 copper chafing-dish, containing charcoal of alder



and laurel wood; another chafing-dish was set before me on a tripod. |
was clothed in a white garment, very similar to the alb of our catholic
priests, but longer and wider, and | wore upon my head a crown of
vervain leaves, intertwined with a golden chain. | held a new sword in
one hand, and in the other the “Ritual’. | kindled two fires with the
requisite prepared substances, and began reading the evocations of
the “Ritual” in a voice at first low, but rising by degrees.

The smoke spread, the flame caused the objects upon which it fell
to waver, then it went out, the smoke still floating white and slow
about the marble altar; | seemed to feel a quaking of the earth, my
ears tingled, my heart beat quickly. | heaped more twigs and
perfumes on the chafing-dishes, and as the flame again burst up, |
beheld distinctly, before the altar, the figure of a man of more than
normal size, which dissolved and vanished away. | recommenced
the evocations and placed myself within a circle which | had drawn
previously between the tripod and the altar. Thereupon the mirror
which was behind the altar seemed to brighten in its depth, a wan
form was outlined therein, which increased and seemed to
approach by degrees. Three times, and with closed eyes, |
invoked Apollonius. When | again looked forth there was a man in
front of me, wrapped from head to foot in a species of shroud,
which seemed more grey than white. He was lean, melancholy
and beardless, and did not altogether correspond to my
preconceived notion of Apollonius. | experienced an abnormally
cold sensation, and when | endeavoured to question the phantom |
could not articulate a syllable. | therefore placed my hand upon the
Sign of the Pentagram, and pointed the sword at the figure,
commanding it mentally to obey and not alarm me, in virtue of the
said sign. The form thereupon became vague, and suddenly
disappeared. | directed it to return, and presently felt, as it were, a
breath close by me; something touched my hand which was
holding the sword, and the arm became immediately benumbed as
far as the elbow. | divined that the sword displeased the spirit, and
| therefore placed it point downwards, close by me, within the
circle.

The human figure reappeared immediately, but | experienced such
an intense weakness in all my limbs, and a swooning sensation
came so quickly over me, that | made two steps to sit down,
whereupon | fell into a profound lethargy, accompanied by dreams,
of which | had only a confused recollection when | came again to
myself. For several subsequent days my arm remained benumbed
and painful. The apparition did not speak to me, but it seemed that
the questions | had designed to ask answered themselves in my



mind. To that of the lady an interior voice replied — Death! — it was
concerning a man about whom she desired information. As for
myself, | sought to know whether reconciliation and forgiveness
were possible between two persons who occupied my thoughts,
and the same inexorable echo within me answered — Dead!
| am stating facts as they occurred, but | would impose faith on no
one. The consequence of this experience on myself must be called
inexplicable. | was no longer the same man; something of another
world had passed into me; | was no longer either sad or cheerful,
but | felt a singular attraction towards death, unaccompanied,
however, by any suicidal tendency.
| analysed my experience carefully, and, notwithstanding a lively
nervous repugnance, | repeated the same experiment on two
further occasions, allowing some days to elapse between each.
There was not, however, sufficient difference between the
phenomena to warrant me in protracting a narrative which is
perhaps already too long. But the net result of these two additional
evocations was for me the revelation of two kabalistic secrets
which might change, in a short space of time, the foundations and
laws of society at large, if they came to be known generally.
Am | to conclude from all this that | really evoked, saw and
touched the great Apollonius of Tyana? | am not so hallucinated
as to affirm or so unserious as to believe it. The effect of the
preparations, the perfumes, the mirrors, the pantacles, is an actual
drunkenness of the imagination, which must act powerfully upon a
person otherwise nervous and impressionable. | do not explain the
physical laws by which | saw and touched; | affirm solely that | did
see and that | did touch, that | saw clearly and distinctly, apart from
dreaming, and this is sufficient to establish the real efficacy of
magical ceremonies. For the rest, | regard the practice as
destructive and dangerous; if it became habitual, neither moral nor
physical health would be able to withstand it.
Transcendental Magic, its Doctrine and Ritual, Part I, ch 12,
"Necromancy"
Despite his alleged aversion to necromantic “summonings” described above,
he evidently attempted such occult experiments several times on later
occasions. His writings powerfully influenced the popular, expanding esoteric
and magical orders of the 19th century, especially groups such as the S.R.I.A.
(Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia), the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn
and Madame Blavatsky’s Theosophical Society. Aleister Crowley, initiate of
the Golden Dawn and infamous practitioner of “Sex-magick” later claimed to
be his reincarnation. According to one biographer, Alphonse Louis was
reconciled to the Catholic Church and received the sacraments before his
death.



